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at owne light , andthe light of others 
- alſo. | 
 . Here therefore the Lord doth teach 
md to auoide ſuch diſcommodities, and 
© annoyances,as many through raſhneſſe, 
and for want of diſcretion do fall into, 
for the Lordes people mult be a wiſe 


. 


EE And God would not haue thee 
to helpe thy neighbour without any 

care to ſaue thy ſelfe: for although he 
hach ſaid, Loue thy neig hb our as thy ſelfe, Deut. 4. 6, 
| = he neuer Gd. loue thy neighbour 

etter the thy ſelfe, or loue thy ſelfe leſſe 

then thy neighbour, but loue him as thy 

ſelle, that is, helpe him and ſaue thy ſelfe 

too, or elſe thou ſhouldeſt loue him and 

hate thy ſelfe, which in the ſame wordes 

is condemned. For this end and purpoſe 

it hathi pleaſed the Lord that dwelleth in 

the heauens, to ſtoupe downe ſo low, as 

to take order for our buſineſſe here vpõ 
earth, that we following his orders, it 


might go well with vs, and our children 
or euer. | 

] And this counſell concerning 

- -Suertics : though it be an cocconomicall ' 
thing yet it is not a ug" thing as ſome 
WS 7. 11 
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FOR SVERTLES. 
| | Div! 6. ; 


1. Nj ſonne, if thou be Snerty 2 thy neig h- 


bour, and haſt. ſtric hen hands vunh the 
ftraunger.2.T hou art ſnared v dit hi the 
v vordes of thy month; thos art euen ta- 
hen woith the vvoraes of thy own mouth. 


3.Do this no, n ſonne, aud deliuer thy — 


felſe : ſeeing thou art come into the 
Hand of thy neighbour, go and bumble. 
thy {elfe and ſollicite thy friends, 4. Giue 
no ſleepe to thy eyes nor ſlamber ro thy eye 
liddes.5 Deluer thy ſelfe as æ Doe, fro 
the had of the hunter, & as a bird from 
the hande of the fowler. 


His text is a ſchoole, wher- 

in Suerties are taught to flie 

. fuch diſcommodities and 
L s Nannoyaunces 5 common- 

come to Suertics by vn- 

n 


that ventureth without it, ſhall put out 


o 
— 


4 A Cancat for Serties. 
diſcreteneſſe and raſhneſſe. And it may 
be called the Suerties text, becauſe it 
prouideth for the ſecuritie of Suerties, as 
Suerties prouide for the ſecuritie of o- 
rhers , wherein almightie God giueth 
counſell vnto Suerties as vnto his chil- 


dren, which if they follow: then are 


they ſure to ſtand when other are like to 
fall. Therfore as S. Pax! faith to'T morhy = 
in another cafe. 7 zke heede to thy ſelſe & 

fo learning, and continue therem , for in ſo 
doing thou ſhalt ſane thy ſelfe (them that 
heare thee.So,1 ſay, to Suerties, take heed 
to your ſelues and to yout heauenly Fa- 
thers counſell , and continue therein, 


for in ſo doing you ſhall ſaue, both your 
ſelues and others. Thecandle that is car- 


ried in a laterne, ſhall light many cidels, - 
& yet looſe no part of his ovyne light, be 
the winde neuer ſo boiſterous, but that 
candle that is opẽ to the weather, a htle 


puffe of winde, or one drop of raine ſhal 


put it out, that it can neither giue light 
to others nor to it ſelfe. So, he to whom 
che word of God is a lanterne, & a light, 
{hall helpe himſelfe and others, when he 


his 
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þ his one light, and the light of others 
alſo. 
lere therefore the Lord doth teach 
mẽ to auoide ſuch diſcommodities, and 
annoyances, as many through raſhneſſe, 
and for want of diſcretion do fall into, 
for the Lordes people mult be a wiſe 
people. And God would not haue thee 
to helpe thy neighbour without any 
care to ſaue thy ſelfe: for although he 
hath ſaid. Lowe thy neighbour as thy ſelfe, Deut. 4. 6. 
et he neuer {aid Joue thy neighbour 
ter the thy ſelfe, or loue thy ſelfe leſſe 
then thy neighbour, but loue him as thy 
ſelfe, that is, helpe him and ſaue thy ſelfe 
too, or elſe thou ſhouldeſt loue him and 
hate thy ſelfe, which in the ſame wordes 
s condemned. For this end and purpoſe 
it hath pleaſed the Lord that dwelleth in 
the heauens, to ſtoupe downe ſo low, as 
to tałe order for our buſineſſe here vpõ 
earth , that we following his orders, it 
might go well with vs, and our children 
for euer. 
| And this counſell concerning 
Suerties: though it be an ccconomicall 


thing yet it is not a baſe thing as ſome 
* A ij 
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haue thouzhe the ſpirite of God to oc- 
cupie himſelfe in baſe matters. But by 
this we may perceiue, how carefull the 
ſpirite of God is for vs, in all things, he 
is become our ouerſeer, and would keepe 
vs euen in the ſmalleſt things, that we 
are to take in had, He hath giuen vs this 

warning, as if he were an ouerſeer of our 
money, and our loſſes: but yet he doth 
not ſo much prouide for the benefite of 
the body as of the ſoule . God hath ſet 
| down a perfect rule for all things, which 
is able to make the man of God perfect: 
yea, he hath vouchſafed to ſtoupe ſo 
low , as to come home into euery mans 
familie, and to haue a care of our dome- 
ſticall affaires, that though we care not 
how we go to worke, yet our heauenly 
Father hath a care, that we ſhould walke 
according to his word, which he hath ſet 
vp, to be a lanterne to our feete, and a 
light vnto our pathes. 
Three cõ- This being true, as it is moſt true, we 


cluſons. may be bold to lay downe theſe three 


concluſions following . Firſt, that the 
word of God containeth a perfect rule 
for the ordering of all our affaires: And 


what- 


The fert Sermon. . 
whatſoeuer is requiſite either to be be- 1. What⸗ 
leeued in matters of doctrine, or to be ſocuer is 
practiſed in matters of manners, either ee | 
towards God or man, is from that foun- ion. 
taine to be drawen, and in that ſchoole 
moſt exactly, and perfectly taught. 

It teacheth the King to raigne, the 
Iudge to giue iudgemẽt, the Magiſtrate 
to beare rule, & the ſubiect to obey. The 
Miniſter from hence may learne how to 
preach, and the people may learne how 
to heare. Here the Captaine may learne | 
how to pitch his battaile, and the com- Math. 3. 


— ” L _ 
"x — 


2 
8 


mon ſouldier is taught his dutie . If 


thou be a husband, here thou mayſt 
learne how to rule thy wife, and the wife 
may ſee in this glaſſe how to obey, and 
to pleaſe her husbãd. The word of God 
hath layd downe moſt abſolute inſtru- 
Qions for fathers and children, for ma- 
ſters and ſeruaunts, for ſuperiours, and 
inferiours, and for all eſtates . In proſpe- 
ritie and aduerſitie, in ſickneſſe and in 
health, in warre & in peace, in youth & 
in old age, in the field & at home, at bed 
and at bord. in all places and at all tunes, 
thou mayſt here learne hoy to behaue 
Wy A iuj 
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minde, for the apparell we put on, and 


thy ſelfe. Here is order taken for our ea- 


ting and drinking ,for feaſting and fa- 


ſting , for ſportes and paſtimes, how to 
recreat the E and how to ſolace the 


for the very haire of our head, for the ge- 
ſtures of our body, and the whole beha- 
uiour of our life. It hath taken order for 
buying and ſelling, for borrowing and 
lẽding, for giuing & tal ing. for finding 


and looſing, there is a rule layd done 


in the word of God how to become 


Suertie and how to eſca 


the daunger 
ol Suertiſhip, here may the man of God 
be inſtructed. in a word whatſocuer be- 


longeth to pollicie, to ciuilitie, or to 
Chriſtianitie, for this life or for the life 


to comeiit is moſt exquiſitly, moſt plen- 
tifully, and molt plainly layd downe in 
the booke of God . It thou delighteſt to 
read Hiſtories or Chronicles,read Gods 
booke. If thou wouldeſt ſee the creation 


of the world, and how the ſame is preſer- 


ued, and the nature of the creatures, read 


Gods booke . If thou loueſt to tell, and 


to heare of famous Kings & Captaines, 
of wonderfull battailes and victories, of 
excellent 


* 


mies, and 


T be f . 


ſtant profeſſours and martyrs, peruſe the 
booke of God. If thou wouldeſt ſee cõ- 
mon - wealthes ? floriſhing, and going to 
ruine with the cauſes of both, be ac- 


quainted with the booke ot God. If thou 
wouldeſt ſee the Church of God in her 


infancie, and in her riper age, in her rags 


and in her robes, clenſed and polluted, 


. — decreaſing, with her ene- 
er friends, be not ſtraunge to 
the word of God. Would any ſee the 


wouldeſt know thy maker thy redee- 
mer. thy ſactifier: if thou wouldeſt know 
the vanitie, the miſerie, and the wicked- 


neſſe of the world, with the ſubtilties & 
ſleightes of Sathan : if thou wouldeſt 


know the happineſſe, the ioyes, and feli- 
cities of heauen and finde the way thi- 
ther: if thou w ouldſt know the paines & 
tormẽts of hell, and how to eſcape them, 


enquire of Joes and the Prophets and 


=. 
excellent Iudges, and Magiſtrates,of re- 
nowned Preachers, and Prophets, of cõ- 


| 


noble actes of God, the wonderfull deli- 
uerances of Gods people, and the hor- 
rible confuſion of wicked men ? let him 


” hearken to the word of God . If thou 


Ioh 4. 


* 
they will tell thee. What ſhall Iſay? for 
one thing ouer-taketh another in ſuch 
ſort, that confuſion wil ouerwhelme vs, 


A Caneat for Snerties, 


before we can tell what riches are con- 


| _ tainedintheſtorchouſe of Gods booke, 


for who can ſound the depthof a bot- 
tomleſle ſea?but in a word : if a man de- 


ſire to knowhimſelfe throughly within 
and without in all his affaires betweene 


God and man, let him bchold himſelfe 


in the glaſſe of Gods booke , and when 


we haue ſo done, we will ſay as the wo- 
man of Samaria ſaid, whẽ ſhe had reaſo- 


ned with the Lord leſus. Be hold one that 


hath told me allthat euer 1 did, and more, 
euẽ al that euer I ſhould do. Therfore let 
no man maruell, what we meane (being 


= the Miniſters of God) to ſpeake of ſuch 


and {uch matters, or to medle in the bu- 
ſineſſe and dealings of mẽ, for the word 
of God doth take order for all our af- 
faires, neither wonder who told tales of 
thee, as the king of Aram did, for the 
word doth rifle the hiddẽ corners of the 
heart. But how are our aduerſaries the 
Papiſtes deceiued, which hold that 


the word of God dotli not containe all 
f things 


i 
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things neceſſarie to the ſaluation of the 
clet? but õ Lord, what ſpirite of A- 
theiſme and blaſphemie doth poſſeſſe 


| thoſe men, which durſt compare Plmes 
_\- Philoſophie with the bookes of Moſec, 
| Ar#totles Ethickes and Politiques, with 


the Prouerbes of Salomo? Marcus Aure- 
lius with CMarke the Euangeliſt: Mar- 
- ins Propheſies, with the Propheſies of 
Eſay, and the reſt? the eloquence of Ci- 
cero, or Demoſtenes with the eloquẽce of 
the holy ghoſt in the mouths of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, and in all the Scrip- 
tures ? or any doctours or fathers before 
the Doctours and Fathers of the Bible? 


For what is lead to gold? what is water 


to wine?what is ignorance to learning? 
what is darknefle to light? what is the 
chaffe to the wheate ? what is falſchood 
to truthꝰ what is earthto heauen? & what 
compariſon can there be betweene God 


and man? and ſo much for that point. 


Secõdly, we may learne here that ex- 


cept God doth teach vs, & direct vs, as it 
were by line & by leuelll by precept vpõ 
2 litle and by litle(as the Pro- 
phet ſpeaketh)we know not ho to or- 


* * hl, - 
44 © wa 
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der rightly our common buſineſſe, and 


By Bo: ſnared , and entangled with our owne 


we know words, or ouertakẽ one way or other, to 


not what our on hinderance, ſo fooliſh & 1 gno- 


to do. rant is man by nature. And againe wht 
/ weare ſnared, and brought into danger, 


| we know not how to helpe our ſelues, 


except the Lord do teach vs, but if he 
ſhould let vs alone, to ſhift for our ſelues, 


| we would neuer leaue vntill we had 


' Wrapped our ſelues in ten times more 

Gen», | danger thẽ we were in before. Adam ha- 
ng. | uing tranſgreſſed, will thinke to hide 
himſelfe frõ God in the trees of the gar- 
den, & to couer his nakedneſſe with fig 
leaues. His faulte he will excuſe by the 


fault of another, and rather (then fayle) 


he vill not ſticke to lay it vpõ God him 


ſelle, ſo fooliſh was Adam, and ſo are all | 


his poſteritie. Cu will incurre the ven- 
2 of God by killing of his brother, 
when he hath done, he thinkes to ſaue 


Gen. 4. 


himſelſe by outfacing of the matter: but 

it will not be, and ſo do all {am brood, 

2 Sam. 14. Saul will diſobey Gods comaundement, 
like an hypocrite, and then (like n 

. c 


dayly affaires of this life, but we ſhalbe 


l 


\ 
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he will ſay he ment no harme, he did ie 


cofa good intent, and ſuch fooles are we | 
all by nature. We are become like fooliſh 
marriners which will runne vpon the 


\ rockes to auoide the ſandes. We are be- 


comelike Siſera, who flying for his life, Iudg. 4. 
will runne into 1ze//rtent for ſuccour, 29.31. 
where the nayle and the hammer is pre- 

pared for his head, and whe he thinketh 

to take vp his reſt, and ſleepe moſt ſoud- 

ly then is he neareſt his deſtruttion. Wo 

are like children and ficke folkes, which 
do defire nothing ſo much, as thoſe | 
things which may hurt them . We are | 
become like the Philiſtines, which were, , , 
moſt merry when the houſe was ready = we". 


| fo fall vpon their heades. We are fecure 


like the men of Laiſh which miſtruſted 
nothing, vntill the children of Dan did Iudg. i8. 


ſmite them with the edge of the ſword, *7* 


and burnt their Citie with fire. Now, if 
we be fo fooliſh for this life, how fooliſh ' 
are we for the life to come? we ſee that 
except our heauenly father doth direct 
vs by his counſell, as he led Iſraell by the 


cloud, and warne vs by his meſſengers; 
| as he warned the wiſeme by his Angell, 


Gen · 3. 


Prou. 5. 


14 
ve know not ho to order our commõ 
buſineſſe, & the affaires of this life: much 

leſſe do we know by nature how toſeruc 
the Lord our God, and how to worthip 

him aright. If by all our cunning whi ich 
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we haue by nature we canot auoide the 


| ſnares of men, how ſhall we thinke by 
our naturall wit and cunning toauoide 


the ſnares of the deuill ? if we know not 
how to get out of bodily dager without 


Gods direction, how ſhall we thinke to 


get out of ſpiritual dager without Gods 


direction? for there is no craftineſſe like 
ſpiritual craftineſſe, as there was no beaſt 


ſo ſubtill as the ſerpent. Againe, if we ca 


not of our ſelues get out all trouble whe 
we are in trouble, N do we thinke ol 
our ſelues to winde out of the tempta- 


tions of Sathan except God do teach vs. 
For all the wayes af ſinne, are lilce the 


wayes of a harlot , vvhich are moucable 


(Cath Salomo) & chow carſt not know the, 4 | 


that is, there is ſuch varietie and ſtore of 
them to bewitch men, that we can ne- 
uer know which is which , ſo in the 


- crooked wayes of the deuill there be ſo 
many windingsand turnings, that whe 


a man 
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a man ĩs once in, he cinot finde the way 
out againe, vntil the Lord do bring him 

dut againe. And yet cuery one thinketh 
that he may aduenture vpon any temp- 
tation, and he ſhall eaſily get out againe 
when he liſt by his mother wit, &c. and 
no maruell, for it is the eaſieſt thing in 
the word for a man to decciue his one 
ſoule, and ſo much for the 2. pont. 
Thirdly, we may learne here, that al- 5 
| _ mightic God doth not leaue his childrẽ God doth 
to thẽſelues, but(cofidering how ſimple not Icaue | 
! they are by nature) he doth take paines — _ 
to teach them, how and which way to chelclucs, 
helpe themſelues in euery action, and | 
for this cauſe hath he ſet down rules, and 
inſtructions for all their affaires in his 
word. Our heauenly Father (I ſay)doth 
not adopt any in Chriſt Ieſus to be his 
ſonnes and daughters, and then leaue 
thẽ to thẽſelues to be guided ( or rather 
beguiled) by the counſell of their owne 
hearts, nor by cuſtome, nor by world- 
-4 reaſon, nor by the examples of their 
orefathers in any thing,whether it con- 
cerneth this life, or the life to come, for 


then there were no difference betweene 
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the elect and the reprobate, whom God 
hath delivered vp vnto a reprobate 
minde, to do thoſe things that are not 
Rom . . a8. conuement , becauſe they regarded. not 
pfad f. to know God. But the Lord wil inſtru 
his children in the way, which he hath 
appointed for them, and wil guide them 
with his eye. Lea, with his counſell he 
will guide them, and afterward receiue 
Plal 53-24 them to glory, and therefore will he 
guide them with his counſell, that he 
may receiue them into glory: becauſe 
(ordinarily)no man is glorified in hea- 
| uen, that is not firſt ſanctified by the 
Loh. y. 17. word of God vpõ earth. Therefore doth 
the Prophet Dauid call the word of God 
Plal.119. , Janterne to his ferte, and alight unte his 
pathes, as if the Lord ſhould go before 
his children with a candle and a lanterne 
to guide their feete into the wayes of 
peace, to teach vs, that if we were as wife, 
and as holy as Dauid was: yet without 
| the diſcretion of Gods word, we do but 
Sen.. grope in the darke like the men of So- 
— wat go we cannot tell whither, 


luxe the mẽ of Samaria. In another place, 
pfal. 113. he calleth the ſtatutes of the Lord his 
BE 


coun- 
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coũſellers, as if he knew not hat to do 
wit hout thẽ. And ſurely ſo it was, for in 
another place (when he was ruled by his 
| owneheart & affectiõ) he ſaith, that he 
. both the foole & the beaſt, vntill 
e went to ſchoole in the houſe of God, 
where he learned that holy wiſedome, 
which he had not before: ſo that this 
point is manifeſt and plaine, that God 
doth not leaue his childrẽ to themſelues 
in any thing. but (as a moſt mercifull fa- 
ther) doth teach and inſtruct them by 
his word and ſpirite. And therefore who 
ſoeuer ſhall either refuſe to be ordered 
by the ſame, or ſhal prefer his own wiſe- 
dome, or any mans workes before it, or 
cõpare them with it, may iuſtly ſuſpect 
himſelfe to be none of Gods children 
vntill he repent: for the children of God 
knowing their one ignorice & weak- 
neſſe euery manner of way , are glad to 
be counſelled by their heauenly father. 
But whatthath the lord takẽ order ſor 
' Suertiſhip, and all other of our worldly 
bulineſle? and hath he not like wiſe take 
order for his one bnſineſſe? will he not 


leaue vs to our (clues in the leſſer things, 
B 


ders tor conomical matters, no doubt, 


18  AC(aueot for Fuertiet. 


& vil he leaue vs to our ſelues in greater 
matters? will he not let vs ſerue one ano- 
ther otherwiſe then himſelfe hath ap- 
pointed, and will he be content that we 
ſhall ſerue his maieſtie, otherwiſe then 
he hath appointed himſelfe? Would he 
giue a paterne and direction to his peo- 

le for making of the Tabernacle, and 
baildine of the Tẽple, to that end that 
they might do euery thing or any thing 
thereunto belonging as they liſted? no 
ſurely, and therfore he himſelfe ſet down 
an order for the very veſſells, for the 
aſhe · pannes, the beeſomes, the fleſh- 
hookes , yea and euery pinne about the 
wor lee, beyod which paterne they might 


not go: much leſſe hath he left his wor 


ſhip vnder the Goſpell vnto our diſcre- 
tion, and he that is ſo carefull as that he 
would not leauc men to themſelues, and 
to their own deuiſes in matters of Suer- 
tiſhip. & affaires of the world, ſurely he 


would neuer be ſo careleſſe as to leaue 


men to themſelues, in the ordering and 
gouerning of his Church. To conclude, 
he that hath in his word ſet downe or- 


but 


| 
A 
| 


= 
—— 
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but he hath alſo in his word Gt downe 
orders for Eccleſiaſticall matters, for ſee- 
ing as he will not allow men to haue 
more care for the ordering of other mẽs 


houſes then their Owne, fars e be it fr Om 


vs, that we ſhould thinke ſo of the Lord, 
that he would haue greater care for the 
ordering of our houſes ;then for the go- 
uernement of his owne houſe Which 
is his Church, but as we finde certaine 
rules and perpetual directions for the 
one ſo ſhall we finde in the ſame booke, 
moſt certaine rules, and perpetuall in- 
ſtructiõs for the other: if we do not put 
ſome thing before our eyes, and ſay, we 
cãnot ſee. And ſo much for this 3. point. 
Now we will come to the matter of 
Suertiſhip it ſelfe. 
Cy [onnegf thou be Smertie for thy neig h- 

bour,C*c. 

Concerning Suertiſhip we will con- 
der vpon this text of v1 points. 

What Suertiſhip is. 2. How many 
Gs of Suerties there be. 3 . Whetherit 


| belawfull for Chriſtiãs to 3 Suer- 


ties one for another. 4. How men in Sa- 


Jowons time became Suerties . 5 . How 
B y 


What it is 
to be 2 
Suertic. 


* 


rich men, may be a great matter amõgeſt 
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men are hindred by Suertiſhip. 6. We 
will ſee what counſell God giueth vnto 4d 
Suerties for their ſafetie. 

As touching = firſt point. To be- 
come a Suertie, is nothing elſe but by | 
word or writing or by pledge to make | 
another ſure( ſo Rees as man can)of that 
which before he was not ſure of: or to | 
puta man out of doubt ſo farre as law | 
and equitie will require) for the recei- 
uing,or enioying,or recouering of ſome 
thing, whereof he ſtood in doubt before, 
& therefore it is called ſecuritie.I reckon . | 
pledges amongeſt Suerties , becauſe a 
pledge is a kinde of Suertie , for if the 
principall do faile, the Suertie muſt an- 
ſwere the debt, but when Suerties cinot 
be gotten, then men lay ſomewhat to 
pledge, that is better or as good as the 
debt commeth vnto . And if the partie 
faileth |, the pledge mult anſwere the 
debt,ſometime a pledge is layd , becauſe _ 
the thing is ſo ſmall that one would be 
loth to haue his friend come in bandes, 
or giue his word for the ſame, and yet 
that which is but a ſmal matter amõgeſt 


poore 
2 9 
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poore men. And ſometimes pledges are 
vſed in things vnlawful & diſhoneſt, & 
that is hen mẽ do promiſe a thing vpõ 


ſuch conditions as they are aſhamed to 
make knowẽ vnto any, as Iudah promi- 
ſed his daughter in law Z hamar a kid of 
the goates vpõ cõditiõ that he might lye 
with her, but he knew her not,e/{(faith 
Thamar) if thou v vilt giue me 4 pledge till 
thou ſend it,, that is, if thou wilt put me 
in good ſecuritie, and that muſt be by 
ſome pledge at this time, ſo he gaue her 
his ſignet, his cloake, and his ſtaſſe fora 
klocße that if the kid came not, they 
muſt anſwere the matter. And this was 
ſuch a matter, that when ſhe was gone, 
Iudah was aſhamed to ſend after her for 
his pledge, he had rather looſe it, then to 
recouer it with ſo much infamie, as he 
was ſure would enſue. The end of Suer- 
tiſhip and pledges, &c. is that all men 
might haue their owne , without which 
no trade, nor trafhque, nor Suertie, nor 
peace could be preſerued amongelt me, 
and ſo much for the farſt point. 
Now as touching the ſecond point; 
in a word. There = diuerſe kindes of 
11 


Gen.3$. 
17.18, 


* 
How ma- 


ny ſorts of 


Suerties 


there be. 


N | 
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Suertics,for ſome are Suerties for mens 
erſons, that they ſhalbe forth coming 
þ a day, either to anſwere ſuch matters 
as ſhalbe obiected againſt them before 


ſome Iudge , or to receiue ſuch puniſn- 


ment as is already awarded for his miſ- 
demeanour. In fuch caſes commonly the 


priſon is the beſt Suerty. Some are Suer- 


ties for mens debtes and bargaines, that 
they ſhalbe payd, and performed accor- 
dingly as they be made and promiſed. 
Some are Suerties for mens behauiour, 
that it ſhalbe good, honeſt, and peacea- 
ble towardes all men in generall, or to- 
wardes ſome one eſpeciall partie, and to- 
wardes his goods and familie: and this is 
comoiy required, of notorious offẽders, 
in caſes of {laridering,and quarrelling a- 
gainſt a mans perſon, or deprauing of a 
mas good name leſt a mans good name 
ſhould be more impeached, and his cre- 
dite more hindred then 1t was before. 
Men in ſuch cafes ; become Suerties for 
their friendes, in hope of their amende- 
ment. And Suertiſhip in ſuch. caſes, do 
more binde a mans toung, then the pri- 
ſon can, ene moſt men (if * be 
| ut 


= 
—_— — — 
* 


beare many times, for their friendes ſake 
leſt they ſhould be endamaged to whõ 
they are ſo much beholding, then for all 


theextremitie that can be vſed. 


There is no man ſo wicked, but he 
ſhall finde ſome body ready to promiſe 


for him, as one theefe for another, or one 


| bankerupt for another, or one beaſtly 


ſon for the honeſtie of another, or 
one rakehel for another: now this it but 
a mockery,as if one ſhould ſay: Askem 
fellow if I be theefe, or if I be diſhoneſt, 
or if I be not ami of my word, &c. And 
therfore haue Chriſtian lawes well pro- 
uided that euery mans word or bond is 


not to be admitted, neither ſhall all per- 


ſons and cauſes paſſe and repaſſe vnder 
Suerties, for though ſome might flie to 


the hornes of the alter, & haue the bene- 
fite of a priuiledged place: yet Ioab the , Kine. a 
man of bloud halbe ſmitten before the = — 


alter, neither ſhall the ſanctuarie ſaue his 

life when heflicth vnto it, much leſſe 

ſhall any Suerties giue their word for 

him . We are all bound, to do what we 

can to winne men to God, and to per- 
B ij 
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but common ciuilitie in them) will for- 


s 
| 


The b 
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ſwade all men vnto holy obedience, but 
toanſwer vnto God whatſoeuer his law 
can charge vs withall , is a thing which 
belongeth onely and properly to the 
Lord 
mankind,and ſo much for the a point. 


Now , for the lawfulneſſe of Suerti- 


fulneſſe of ſhip, we are to know , that it is a dutie 
Vuertiſhip. both Chriſtian and neceſſarie, and ther- 


Mat. 


fore it cannot be vnlawfull. 

That it is a dutie of Chriſtianitie, may 
pos two wayes, firſt , by the rule of 
charitie, ſecodly by the exaples of god- 


Iy men ,which haue practiſed the ſame. 


Therule of charitie we know : and that 
15 todo for others as we would be done 
vnto our ſelues. If therefore Chriſtians 


would be glad of a Suertie when they 
are in neceſſitie, then Chriſtians mult al- 
ſo ( whennecde requireth) do ſo much 
tor others. 8 


To become Suertie for mes perſons, is 


no doubt a worke of charity, for what if 


mẽ be arreſted of mallice, & euill will as 
many fu what if ſuch extreme actiõs 


be layd by vnreaſonable men vpon thy 


neighbour, as ſhall make a man afrayde 


fo 


2 


eſus Chriſt that great Suertie of + 


k 
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to ſpealce for him, as many do?or what if 
ſuch practiſes be vſed of purpoſe to diſ- 
credite thy neighbour in a ſtrange place 
where he is not knowen ? ſhall it not be 
then lawful to relieue thy neighbour by 
thy word vntil his cauſe — know@ 
verely, if thou wilt not reſcue him, and 
ſhrowde him vnder the ſhadow of thy 
wings, but let thepriſon conſume his 
body and wicked men make a pray of 
his goods, thou thy ſelfe mayſt one day 
come into the like predicament, and then 
thou wilt cõfeſſe that Suertiſhip in ſuch 
a caſe is a worke of charitie. ' 

But further, what if thy Chriſtian 
brother be arreſted vpon ſuſpition of e- 
uill? when notwithſtanding he is inno- 
cent?if lie go to priſon lus good name is 
called into queſtion, if he lye in priſon 


his goods go to wracke, his health is in 


hazard. his life is in danger, both he and 
his are like to ſmart for it. Now if any 
man thinke it vnlawfull to giue his 
neighbour leaue to refreſh himſelfe, and 
to ſaue his life, his goodes, and his good 
name, vnder the ſhadow of his credite & 


Protection of his promiſe, let him ima- 


LY 
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pine himſelfe to be the man that is ſo 


handled, and then he will confeſſe that 
Suertiſhip for mes perſons is a worke of 


charitie, and therefore lawfull . But yet 


further hat if thy Chriſtian brother 
be falſely accuſed, and wrongfully im- 


priſoned (as Ioſenh was) and it is yet vn- 
knowen?1s it not lawfull, nay, are we not 
bound in ſuch a caſe to redeeme the li- 


bertie of our brother, with our word or 


bonds, if it may be?or what if a man had 
bene Suertie, for /o/ephs appearance if 
his libertie might haue bene obtained, 
ſhall we ſay that ſuch a man had ſinned? 
God forbid , if any thinke fo, let him 
know that 7o/ephs caſe may one day 


proue his caſe, and then he will confeſſe 


that Suertiſhip for mens perſons, is a 
worke of charitie and therefore lawfull. 

But what if my brother be in debt, & 
mult either go to priſon or finde Suer- 
ties, for the payment of the debt by a 
day?Surely if he be a Chriſtian, he is thy 
brother, & how canſt thou ſee thy Chri- 
ſtian brother by languiſhing in priſon, 
where he doth onely ſpend, but not get? 
when if he were abroad to worke in his 


calling 


———_— 
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calling he might both helpe himſelfe, 


and pay his debtes. Imagine that rich 


Job were the man, when all was gone fr6 Iob. 


him, and he left as naked in the world, as 
he was when he came into the world, 


what if his creditors ſhould then take 


him by the throate, and ſay, pay that 
thou r or elſe put me 0 Fafficient 
Suerties, leſt thou. go to priſon (as the 
manner of many is, when they feetheir 
debters fall in decay: ) ſhall we ſay that 
he ſhould haue ſinned againſt the law 
of charitie( which is the rule of Chriſtia- 
nitie) that ſhould haue giuen his word 
with 70 for the payment of his debt by 
ſuch atime and in ſuch a reaſonable ma- 
ner as might be agreed vpon? If this be 
not ſufficient to perſwade thee, remem- 


ber that no man is ſo high, but may be 


_ 
* 
o 


brought low, as there is no full ſea, but 


hath his ebbing, and Jobs caſe may prouc 
thy cafe, and then thou wilt hold that 


Suertiſhip is a dutie both neceſſarie and 


Chriſtian, and therfore very law full. But 
put caſe that my brother hath offended 
ſomebody by word or deede , and mult 
either finde Suerties for his good beha- 
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uiour, or elſe go to priſon : Surely, if he 's 


be ſorie for his offence , and if he ſhall | 


Gen. 42. 


remember that he which thinkes that he 


Suertiſhip is a dutie both Chriſtian and 


craue the helpe of thy word for his en- 


largement,brotherly kindneſſe wil per- 
ſwade thee to ſuccour him, & the law of * | 
loue will forbid thee to denie him. And | 
if this be not ſufficiẽt to moue thee, then | 
| 


— ä 8 


ſtadeth may fall, and when his caſe ſhall 
proue thy caſe, thou wut then plead for 
thy ſelfe and ſay that except thou mayſt 
be at libertie, there can be no triall of thy 
amendement, and except thou mayſt be 
bailed by Suerties, thou canſt not be en- 
larged , and then thou wilt thinke that 


* 
» 


neceſſarie in euery common wealth, and 
therefore lawfull , and thus we ſee that 
Suertiſhip is proucd lawfull by the rule 
of charitie. | 
As this point is ſufficiently proued 
by the rule of charitie : ſo it is no leſſe 
confirmed by ſundry examples of holy | 
men which feared God When Jacob 4 


was loth to part from his ſonne Benia- | 
mim firſt Reuben entreateth him, and of- | 


freth himſelfe to become Suertie for his 
ſale 
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ſafe rerurne, and for his greater ſecuritie, 
he leaueth his one ſonnes as a pledge 


in ſtead of Bemamin, if his offer would 


haue bene accepted. Afterward cometh 


Iudah to entreat Jacob, 1 vwill be Swertie Gen 43-9. | 
for han (ſaith he): of mine hand ſhalt thox 


require hum, if 1 bring hum not to thee , and 


ſet him before thee , then let me beare the 


blame for euer. Againe, Paule, perſwa- 
ding Philemon to receiue his old ſeruant 


Oneſimus, doth offer himſelfe to become pu. ver 
Suertie for him, / he hath hurt thec(ſaith 8. 


the Apoſtle)or oweth thee ought, that put 
en mine accountes . What is that but thus 
much if he be not able to pay thee, I will 
pay ee for him. 


ſo to commaund the ſame, in the parable 
of the Samaritane and the man that fell 
amongeſt theeues. For the Samaritane 


(feeing the man wounded by theeues) 


came vntohim , powred wine and oyle 
into his wounds, he ſet him on his beaſt, 
he brought him to his Inne, and made 
prouiſiõ for him, he gaue his hoſte ſome 


money in hand, and bad him ſee that he 


ſtof all, our Sauiour Chriſt doth E 
not onely approue it, but he ſeemeth al- 35. 
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lacked nothing that was needefull for 
him,and(faith he )looke what thou pro- 
uideſt for him, take my word for it, 1 
will fee thee recompenced for it. This 


mn did the part indeed of a neighbour 
( ſaith the Lawyer that canie to tempt 
the Lord Ieſus) then ſayd the Lord leſus, - 


go, and do thou likewiſe, 
By theſe reaſons and examples the 
lawfulneſſe of Suertiſhip is ſufficiently 
eſtabliſhed .. By which We may eaſil 
perceiue what ſinne they cõmit en 
God, and how much thoſe mẽ do offend 
againſt. the rule of chaxitie, which do 
hold it as a thing vmlawfull . Such are 
thoſe men which ytterly refuſe it being 
required thereunto, becauſe (forfooth) 
they haue made a vo to the contrary, 
or they haue forſworne it, or they haue 
bounde themſelues to ſuch a friend of 
theirs and he againe is bound againe to 
him, that neither of them both ſhal euer 


become Suertics for any mi while they 


liue, ſo that if their owne father or mo- 
ther require this dutie at their handes, 
they haue but a cold ſute of it, for their 
child hath boud himſelfe to the contra- 


a ry: 


* 
— 
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But let vs ſee: is it lawfull for a Chri- 
ian to binde himſelfe by vow , or by 
oth,or by bond from a dutie ſo neceſſa- 
rie, ſo charitable, and ſo Chriſtian? many 
good men haue bound themſelues from 
ſinne, as Job tookebonde of his eyes that lob. 


they ſhould not wantonly behold a 
mayde: and Dauid vowed to ſerus the 


Lord his God. And Dauid and Daniell 


both did as it were binde themſelues to 
pray ſo many times a day to God, but 
we thall neuer read of any man fearing 


God, which did euer binde themſelues 


from ſeruing of God. Men count it a 


ſhame, and ſo it is, to be bounde to the | 
good behauiour, but what a ſhiame is it 


for a Chriſtian to binde himſelſe from 


rforming the duties of a Chriſtian? 


thẽſelues fro being Suerties for any inã. 


By the ſame reaſõ, why do they not alſo Anſwer. 


binde themſelues from eating and drin- 
ging, becauſe many men by eating and 
drinking do ſurfet themſelues? Or why 
do they not binde themſelues neuer to 


come neare any water, becauſe ſome mẽ 


e bale 
- But becauſe many are decayed by Suer- Obiect. 
tiſhip(they ſay)therfore haue they bond 


— —ñ—4ꝓ̃— — — : ——cꝙ᷑1ß8C6w—6ẽ > Ad. 


Act. 


need ſoeuer h 


Anſwer. 
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„ 
haue deſperately drowned themſelues, 
&c. but what ſlauerie, do theſe men en- 


dure, which haue bound themſelues frõ 
relieuing of others, and themſelues like 


the Iewes which vowed neither to cate 
nor drinłce, vntill they had killed Paule. 


For how can they with cõmon honeſtie 


denie their brother ſo Chriſtian a dutie, 
ſo on the other ſide, with what faces can 
they craue any reliefe of any mã in their 
neede, ſeeing as they haue bounde them 
ſelues from h 7 of euery man what 
j ath ? 

But as the deuill had Scripture for 
that he ſaid, ſo haue theſe me too, for, A 
mam deſtitute of underſtandig toucheth 


* the hand , and becommeth' Suertic for his 


nerghbour, ſaith Salomon. Therfore Suer- 
tiſhip is vnlawfull ( ſaid they) for euery 
one that becommeth Suertie for his 
neighbour is a fooliſh man, and voide of 
vnderſtanding. But the reaſon halteth 
right downe, and it we ſhall make ſuch 
a concluſion in other matters, we ſhall 
ſhew our ſelues to be deſtitute of vnder- 
ſtanding indeed, for a man voide of vn- 


derſtanding, pulleth off his clothes, and 


„ 
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th into the water. to ſu imme before 
e be taught , and perhaps is drowned: 
is euery one thereforea foole that goeth 
to the water to ſwimme? The deuill 
conſeſſed Chriſt to be the ſonne of God; 
is euery one therefore a deuill that con- 
feſſeth Chriſt to be the ſonne of God? A 
riotous perſon borroweth money of his 
neighbour, and is in debt: is euery one 
therefore a riotous perſon that bor- 
roweth and oweth ? Or, a mad man wal- 
keth vp and downe:with a ſword: is e- 
uery one therefore which walketh with 
a ſword become a mad man? Or, a ſchol- 
ler of Cambridge gocth in blacke: ther- 
fore is euery one that goeth in blacce | 
a ſcholler of Cambridge? and many moe Fallacia 
ſuch abſurde cõcluſions might be made accidẽtis. 
lilce vnto that: but how feeble they are 
who doth not ſee? But indeede Salomon: 


meaning is nothing leſſe then to con- 


demne Suertiſhip but rather to ſhew 
that it muſt be done with aduiſe, and 
good deliberation, & not raſhly we care 
not for whom, nor for what. And if any 
man thinke that there belõgeth no more 


to the matter then to TA the band & 


Obiect. 
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to become Suertie, that man'isaman des 
ſtitute of vnderſtanding, but yet euery 


one is not 1 8 
that becommeth Suertie, 

are wel aduiſed in that they do. So again 
on the ohe r ſide, ſome man that hath 
no loue to God, nor his neighbour refu- 
ſeth to become Suertie for any ma, ſhall 


we now conclude that he which refu- 


ſeth to become Suertie for one, 
hath no loue to God nor his neighbour? 
this cõcluſion is but of a bad coſtitutis, 
and looketh with a wry mouth. 

But yet they do obiect, and ſay, that 
by the rule of charit ie, one man ought to 


beleeue another vpõ his word, and cha- 
. itie is not ſuſpitious, and the Apoſtle 


faith,chat loue thinketh no euil, but iud- 


geth the beſt and hopeth the beſt, ther- 


fore if one promiſe payment, or if one 


promiſe appearance by a day, or if one 


promiſe amendement of his fault, we 
ought to beleeue him without any fur. 
ther bõds, or duerties: And if we do not. 
it is a ſigne that we ſuſpect his credite, 


or his honeſtie, or that he will not do as 
heſaid, but will breake promiſe & ſo de- 


celuc 


for wile men 


1 
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ceiue vs and if wethinke ſo of him, then 
we iudge vncharitably of fim, for chari- 
tie is not fuſpitious Now for ananſwer, 
. this Ifay:Fitft,as charitie is not ſuſpiti- Anſwer. 
ous without cauſe , ſo charitie is not 
blockiſh,and fooliſh, whe chere is cauſe, 
but doth and may learne to iudge of one 
__ by another. Our Samour Chriſt 
d not commit himſelte vnto the 
Iewes, becauſe he knew what was in mi: loh.z 24, 


hall we therefore ſay that our Sauiour 


Chriſt brake the * of charitie? ſo hẽ 

we know what is in men, we ſhall not 

breake the rule of chaticie „though we 

do not commit our ſelues to the curteſie 

of all men, without the vſe of ſome ho- 

neſt meanes for our ſafetie. Now that 

which he knew, was by his diuine 

knowledge ithour any ſigne or token, 

for he was God , and new the hearts of 

all men, and therefore it is ſaid , he nee- 

.ded not that any man ſhould teſtifie of Verlag. 

man, for he knew what was in man: but 

he hath taught vs to iudge the tree by 

the frutes, that is to know what is in ma, 

by his wordes and his deedes. Secondly: 

been Nb 15 not ſuſpitious, 2. Anſwer. 
| j 
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lerem. 13. 
33, 
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. 


meanes, and iudgeth according to the 
working of meanes, & when one ſecth a 
ſmoke, he ſuſpecteth preſently that there 
is fire, but what ſaith the Lord? Can the 
blacke more chãge his chine?and the Leo- 
pard his 2 may ye alſo do good that 
are accuſtomed ro do enill ;as if he ſhould 
fay it is impoſſible. Therefore if we ſee a 


man that hath accuſtomed to do euill, 


or that is a common lyer,a comon coſo- 
ner and deceiuer, a common barriter, a 


common beaſt, &. Charitie is not ſuſpi- 


tious, but by the Lordes owne rule, we 


may doubt of his goodneſſe, and we 


his credite and his boneſty, 


may ſul} 
& c. becauſe he is accuſtomed to do euill. 


3. Ar ſwer · 


And becauſe the Prophet ſaith that all 


men are lyers, therefore there is cauſe of 
ſuſpitiõ in all. yea and in our ſelues too. 
'Thirdly, Ianſwere, that this rule of the 
Apoſtle may be returned vpon them- 
{clucs,thus:Charitie is not ſuſpitious, & 


loue thinketh no euill. but iudgeth and 


hopeth the beſt. Therefore if their bro- 
ther ſhall require their word, or bonde 
in time of need, and ſhall promiſe N 


| 


ut yet charitie worketh by ordinarie 


43 


| 
| 


their Chriſtian, that he will either runne 


2 — — -y 
. 
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that it ſhall no way be a hinderance vn- 
to them, they ae not to deny them 
for feare that they 


all be driuen to an- 


ſwere the debt : for if they thinlce of 


away, orſuffer the matter to fal vpon the 
head of his friend, then he iudgeth euill, 
and therefore vncharitably of Fis neigh- 
bour , & doth not( according to the rule 
of loue)iudge the belt, & hope the belt. 


L“aſt of all to this it may be anſwered, 


43 


that there ought to be (indeede) ſuch 
faithfulneſle, ſuch conſtancie, and ſuch 
vpright and ſimple hearted dealing a- 
mongeſt men, that euery mans word 


4. Anſwer. 


ſhould be as ſure as his bonde, and the 


bonds of Suerties with him. But it is not 
ſo, and therefore were bondes, and Suer- 


ties appointed. There ought to be ſuch 


truſtineſſe in ſeruants, and children, and 


in all commers and goers to mẽs houſes, 


that nothing ſhould neede to {tad vnder 
locke and key, but there is not, therfore 


lockes and keyes were ordained. There. 
ought to be ſuch peace & vnitie amõgſt 


men, that there ſhould neede no bearing 


ol weapons, but there is not, therefore 


C aj 
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weapons are ordained, and for this cauſe 
were walled Cities, ſtrong holdes, and all 


rouiſion of warre appointed. If there 


ons, what 


need we haue doores and barres to our 


houſesrif there were that peace and loue, 
which ought to be, what needed fo ma- 
ny lawes,and fo many lawyers amongſt 
men. If Adam had kept his firſt innocen- 
cie, and puritic , ſhamehadnotentred 


- with his tranſgreſſion, and if ſhame had 


not come with ſinne, he might ſtill haue 
bene naked and neuer haue bluſhed at 


Sen. . 


is a badge 
of treche 
Tic & de- | 
ceit. N 


e| 


Suertiſhip Priticwhatarethey elſe but badges, & 


his nalcedneſſe: but he did not keepe his 
firſt innocẽcie therfore ſhame came vpõ 


him and ſo apparell was ordained to co- 


per his ſhame withall . So that all theſe 
meanes which are 'now appointed for 
mans honeſtie, for mans 22 and ſe- 


tokẽs of mans ſhame and diſhoneſtie, of 
mans crueltie & 
ſinne and deceit brought in Suertiſhip 
and Suertiſſup is a badge of ſinue and 
deceit, when man kept not touch with 


God, God would neuer haue had any 


thing 


de no coueting of other mens goods, 
and hatred of other mens perſ 


erieꝰ ſo we ſeehow, 


other: therfore there is no 
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ching to do with him againe, neither 
would he truſt him with any of his crea- 
tures except his own ſonne Ieſus Chriſt 
had become Suertie for man. And ther- 


fore, vvliẽ me became trecherous againſt 


God, no maruell though they be ſo vn- 
faithful & full of trechery one againſt an 

there! cauſe why we 
ſhould be proude of our ſuerties, but ra- 
ther take occaſion thereby to bewaile 
that horrible corruption of Adam, and 
all Adams poſteritie, the very name of 
a Suertic ſhould humble vs, howſocuer . ould 


the Lord doth in mercy encline mens þgble ys, 


hearts vato men. In a word, as the theefe 
hath no cauſe to be proude of his priſon 
and fetters, ſo hath no man cauſe to be 
proude of ſuertiſhip, but yet that is law- 
full to be vſed, which muſt alſo ſerue 
to humble vs, and ſo much for the 
lawfulneſſe of Suertiſhip. 
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F haue heard already what 


dſortes of Sucrties there be 
and the ;lawfulneſle - of 


8 
0 
6 


ſo neceſſarie, and ſo Chriſtian a duty, we 


will now conſider how it commeth to 


paſſe that ſo many men are hindred by 
it, yea and beggered by it, as by dayly 


experience we ſee in the world, then we 


will ſee hoyy men in auncient time be- 
came Suerties, and laſtly Gods counſell 
vnto Suerties for their ſafetie. 

As touching the firſt point of theſe 


three: we are to know, that the God of 


all wiſedome, and Lord of mercy hath 


not commanded any thing for the vn- 


doing and deſtroying of men, but what- 


ſoeuer 


| 6] Sucrtiſhip is, how many 


SRP? Suertiſhip, as; allo how 
ſelfe-loue doth play her part in thoſe 
men, which do binde themſelues from 


4 
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ſoeuer he hath ordained is for the ſin- 
r benefite and comfort of mam but 
uch is our corruption that we abuſe all. 
the ordinances of our moſt gracious 
God to our owne hinderance and de- 
ſtruction. Meates and dwunłes were ap- 
| pointed to ſuſtaine nature, but not to 
ſurfet nature, yet manydo ſurfet of their 
exceſſiue eating and drinling, and im- 
| moderat dieting of themſelues. Water is 
0 
: 


appointed for me to waſh themſelues in, 
not to drowne themſelues: yet many 
foole-hardie men by venturing too far 
haue bene drowned, when by taking 
heede they might haue bene ſaued. The 
horſe is made to carrie, but if he be o- 
uerladen he will finke downe vnder the 
burden; And ſo is ſuertiſhip a burden 
/ which hath made manie to lie downe, 
but that was when the burden was too 
heauie, and themſelues were too wee. 
Suertiſhip is like a deepe water and a 
| mightie ſtreame, that hath drowned 
ſome, & carried otherſomeaway{God 
knowes wuluther) that they could neuer 
recouer themſelues againe, therefore, 


when a man ſeeth his neighbour in this 


; 
| 
' 


* as 
. 


Luke 19. 
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eepe, let him do vat he can to helpe 
him out, but ſo as hee may ſaue him - 
ſelfe: let him not run in at all aduen - 
tures, but firſt feele the bottom as hee 
poten he bedrowned together with 

is neighbour. Zacheus (becauſe he is a 


little man, and of a lowſtature.) muſt 


runne vp into a tree to ſee Chriſt as hee 
paſſed by, when tall men may goe v 
the plaine ground and ſee him. And the 
child — in his fathers arms 


amidſt the preaſe if he will ſee as much 
as his father: but if he will preſume to 
goc vpon the ground aſwel as his fa- 


f 


ther, a thouſand to one but the thron 
of people will beare him downe , an 
treade ypon him. Ls Of BL 
Some men wil by ſuertiſhip take vp- 
pon them to beare other men, when 


they had more neede to be borne them- 


ſelues like children : Some areas little, 
and as low in credit,and welth,and abi- 
litie euerie way, as Zachens was in bodi- 
ly ſtature, and yet they $6: f to 
goe amongſt the higheſt and ſtrongeſt, 
when they had more neede clime vp in- 
to a tree to ſaue themſelues: and hereof 
N commeth 


commeth all their ruine and dec 
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2 : And 
to ſpeake more plainlie, the cauſe wh 
wr mans are — by e 
ſhip is, becauſe they are not ſo carefull 
and circumſpect in giuing their word as 
they ſhould be: Therefore (faith $a/s- 
mon) A mavoid of underſtandmg-toncheth 
the hand,andis ſuertie for his neighbour, 
to ſhew that ſuch matters muſt not 
raſhly be taken in hand, but euerie man 


. 


Pro.19 18. 


muſt vnderſtand what he doth, and not 


pPromiſe raſhlie, and vaingloriouſſie we 
care neither what, nor yet for whom. 


Therefore in another place hee ſaith, 
T ake his garment that is ſuertie for 4 
ſtranger, as if he were not to be 
without a pledge that will promiſe hee 
care not for whom. And he nameth [hue 
garment : ] to ſhew , that if a man pro- 
miſe, he muſt performe his promiſe , 
though it be to his one hinderance, e- 


ſtranger, and tab a pledge him for th 
trulted _ 


uen tothe loſſe ofthe garment from his 


backe, which can worſt be ſpared. And 
therefore it ſtandeth Chriſtians in hand 
(which makea conſciẽte of their word) 


to take great heede both what they pro- 


P 


20.16, 
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word.Inall theſe places the Lords mea- 
ning is, that we muſt not ſo vnaduiſed- 
lie (as manie doo) giue our wordes , or 


paſſe our promiſe, for ſuch deceiuers as 


care not whether euer or neuer their 
debtes be paid, and hauing once vnbur- 
dened themſelues vppon other mens 
{houlders, would neuer trauel or labour 
to get any thing to pay their debt. 
Therefore when Chriſtians are about to 


become Suerties for other men, they 


muſt firſt ſit dow ne and wiſely conſider 


things 
8 bec 


conlide- 


red in ſu- 


ertiſhip. 


Our one 
_ abiliti6s 


with themſelues of theſe three pointes. 
Firſt;thine own abilitie, if thou — ſin- 


gle man. Secondly, the eſtate and con- 
ES?" thine One familie, if thou 
haue one tolooke vnto. Thirdly, the e- 
ſtate and condition of that partie for 
whom thou art to giue thy word. 


Thy pr apps is to be conſidered, 
for what wiſe man will vndertalce to 
beare more thẽ he is able to carry? As in 
vowes to God. mẽ mult cõſider whether 
it be in their power or no, to performe 


of promiſes to men, thou muſt 1 
| whe- 


miſe and for whom they giue their 


that which they vow, ſo in making 


— Cw — — 
N 
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whether thou be able co performe that 

_ which thou haſt promiſed,if it be requi- 

red at thy hands : for when thou doeſt 

, Promiſe, thou muſt thinke that it may 

© fall vppon thee by one meanes or other. 
Further, in regard of thy owne credit, it 
will ſtand thee in hand to looke to thy 
owne eſtate, as he that is about to build a 
houſe, muſt firſt fie downe and calt his 
| account, whether he be able to fimiſh it 

or no, leſt when it is begun, it ſtand ſtill Luk.r4.28 
|. ata ſtate , and fo turne to the reproach 

of the builder. WII 

| Thy owneeſtate is further to becon- 
ſidered in reſpeR of thy perſon, and in 
regard of thy profeſſion : for if thou be 
not able to performe that which thou 
haſt promiſed for an other man, then thy 
perſon muſt anſwere the matter in pri- 
| _. ſon,orifthe faireſt come, thou art driuen 

for feare to keepe thy houſe, or with 

ſhame to flic thy countrey : which way 

ſio euer thou goeſt, be ſure that feare, 

care, and ſhame, will attend vpon thee. 

And if thou bea yoong man, diſcredite 


1 2 
1 

| 

| 

| 


Vol huntthee but if thou be an old man, 
| forrow& griefe will ſurpriſe thy ſoule: 
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heauineſſe will lodge in thy heart, vexa- 


tion of ſpirit will be ſawce to thy meate, 
and many troubleſome thoughtes will 
buſie thy head (if grace do not preuent 


Pro.17.22. them) and all theſe will gnaw vpõ thee 


as a dog vpon a bone,vatil thy bones be 
dried vp, and thy health be decaied, and 
thy bodie be e & thy ſtrength 
be waſted, and thy heart be broken, and 


thy life ended, and thy olde age carried 


with diſhonour to the graue, and there» 
fore in regard of thy perſon, take heede 
what thou doeſt — leſt thou be- 
come a murtherer of thy ſelfe. 
Againe, thou muſt remember that 
whenthy perſon is arreſted, thy profeſ- 
ſion is alſo areſted cherewithall. 'T here- 
fore for thy profeſſion ſake thou ſhoul- 
. : 3 deſt looke vnto thy ſelfe, leſt the name 
of God he euil ſſ — of by thy fal, as it 
was by Dauidt. For what wil the enemy 
_ ofthe Goſpell ſay? or rather, what will 
he not ſay to make the profeſſion there- 
of to becom ogious? Is this the man that 
was ſo ſtrict & preciſe in all his waiesꝰls 
this the wiſedom of the Goſpel?& is this 


* lite ot a profeſlor? doth it beromea 


Cr 
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Chriſhan to be ſo vnaduiſed ? or d 
raſnneſſe and vaine 
ſonnes of Gdꝰ 

And furely it is no maruell, though 
religion thriue no better in many which 
are accounted good men: for through 
their raſhneſle & fooliſh k indneſſe, they 


are ſo ouer reached and entangled, that 


afterward their heads are wholly poſſeſ- 
credit, 


ſed with care, partly how to k 
and partly how to recouer themſelues a- 


at could not tel what to do whehe 
had waſted his maiſters goods:to labour 
ſome cannot, & ſome wil not, and to beg 
ſome are aſhamed. And ifthere be no re- 
medie, but cither fome protection muſt 
be procured, or ſome collection mult be 
made for onethat is decaied by ſuerti- 
ſhip (workes of charitie no doubt) but 


what infamie and ſlaunder do fall vnto 


the Goſpell thereby, beſides the woun · 
ding of many a weake conſcience, who 
doth not ſee by daily and woful experi- 


ence ? Thus we ſee how out-profcilion _ 


as wel as our perſon, doth earneſtlycraue 


this at our hands, tha: we will cake,heed, 


glorie beſeeme the 


* 


gain: like the vniuſt ſteward in the Goſ- Luke 16.3. 


Gen 43.34 


48 A Caucat for Ser ties. | 
how,and what, we do promiſe. 
The 2. thing that achriſtian is to con- 


ſider of before he become ſuertie, is the 


Our fami- tate of his one familie, ouer which 
lic, the lord hath made him an ouerſeer. He 
. Tim. 5. d. is worſe then an infidel (aith the Apo- 
ſtle, and hath denied the faith which 

vill not prouide for his familie, that is, 

for his wife, for his children and for his 
ſeruantes. Then what account ſhalbe 

made of the thar do whollie defeat their 
families of their right, or ſhal willingly 


& careleſly put that in hazard, which is 


alreadie prouided for their maintenãce? 
Therfore as S. Paul ſaith, Do good to all 


Gal. 6. 10. men, but eſpecraliy tothe houſbold of fanh, 


So againe, he reſtraneth that doing 
of good, more eſpecially to thy owne 
houthold, becauſe he that doth not good 
eſpecially to his own houſhold, hath de- 
nied the faith.» Therefore as Ioſeph ſent 
meat to all his brethren, ſo we muſt help 
(to our power) all our brethren, both ac- 
.  * cording to the fleſh, & according to the 
faith: but as Beniamins meſſe had fine 
times ſo much as thereſt of his brethren, 
pbecauſe he loued him beſt. So our _ 
| m 
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{| __ - muſt be for our family, fiue times grea- 
t ter then for any body elſe, or elſe wecan- 

not ſay that we loue our familie belt. 
And whom ſhould a man loue better 
then his owne wife and children? 


- dren in their armes, crying moſt pitiful- 
ly. Helpe O king, we periſhelſe : Some 
bread, O king we die elſe. Now euerie 


When the famine was in Samaria, the 
womẽ went to the king with their chil- 


mi in his on family is as a king, whoſe 


2. Ning. 6, 
26 


office is not onely to make lawes for his 


family, but to prouide alſo all neceſſaries 


for the ſame. And when want ſhal come, 
to whõ ſhall the wife go but to her huſ- 


band, to whom ſhall the children go but 
to their father? to who ſhall the ſeruant 
go, but to his maiſter? And wil not all 


ol them call & cry vnto thee ? Husband 


giue vs bread,or elſe we periſn, ſnall thy 
wife ſay: father giue vs meate or elſe we 


die, ſhall thy children ſay, Maiſter giue 
me my meate & drinke,and giue me my 


n ger elſe I ſtarue or elſe I muſt beg, 
ſhall thy ſeruant ſay. What a lamentable 
hearing wil this be? but what anſwere 


eee mee whe the wo- 


1989 
| = 


2. King. 


cron thy folly & raſtineſſe, angers 
aue ſeazed vppon them therefore thou 


30 Acme for Jar 
man of Samaria cried vnto the king, his 
g. anſwere was : Seeing the Lord doth not 


27. ſuccour thee, how ſhould Thelpe'thee 
with the barne, or with the wine preſſe? 


That is, ſeei doth deny theemeat | 
and drinke, how ſn ould I giue it ther? 


but chou canſt not ſay fo; for God gaue 


maiſt ſay to thy on ſhame, and to their 


Iitle comfort) O my wife and children, 


ſſeeing as ſuertiſhip! hath eaten vp me, 
ho ſhould Ifuccour you? And (when 
that day commeth) thou wilt ſaie, that 


the mi which 18 brought into thefooles 


paradiſe, by the allurements ofaharlot, 

s in as happy acaſe as thou art, and thou 
Art at as good a ſtaie as he, and all one: 
Frou. j. 3. For the lips of a ſtramge woman (faith Su- 
lomon) drop as am hauy combe, & her month 

u more ſoſt then ogle,, but the fooliſp man 

4. \doth not conſider, thar the end uf her u but - 
ter 4s wormewoodgantiſharp as amo edged 

» ſword. So the lips of a ſtramge man may 
drop words vpon thee as ſweet as hony, 
and his mouth may be more ſoft then 

N : 1 | | oyl e: 
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- oyle: but remember & be wel aduiled, 
for if thou haue a family, & thou be not 
able, the ende will be as bitter as worme- 


wood, andi ſharpe as a two edged ſword. 
Therefore take now that — which 


s there giuon to that man, & that is this: yerſe 2 


If raſhnefle & vainglory doe 
to be ſuertie for a ſtraunger, or for anie ib. 
8 thy owne vadoing Keepe *_* 
neare 2 of their houſe, leſt chou 
giue thy honour vnto others, and thy 
yeares vntothie cruell: leſt the ſtraunger 
ſhould be filled with thy ſtrength, &thy 
| labours be in the liouſe of a er: 
and thou mourne at thy end, euen when 
all is gone, and ſay 2 haue I wanted 
LL Hay not hated} inſttuction, and my 
heart deſpiſed correction. And thus we 
ſee, — our familie doth alſo requeſt 
this at our hands: namely, that we take 
great heed, both how, and for whom we 
paſſe our promiſes '- 
The third thing that Chriſtians are 3 The 


to conſider of, in becomming ſuerties, is fo 


the condition and diſpoſitiõ of the par- 
ae for whom he "IRE. for elſe 
2.1 989 4 7 IJ. 


de, 9. 


11 


loſh. 9. 6. counterfetc 


Tim. to Timothy in another caſe; 


52 A Caneatfor Snerties, 
thou maiſt be ſoone ouerreached with 


öõpanions, as /oſhna was with 
— 3 who made him beleeue 
had trauelled from a far, when 
dwelt faſt by, ſo ſome in the 
— may malce thee beleeue 
that — in more need the they be, of 
purpoſe to deceiue thee. As S. Paui ſaid 
Lay not hads 


euery one: ſo I ſay to — - 


2 to euery 


In him cõ- 22 —— 
luce ee thou woldeſt be ſuerty;c6l 3.things. 
">* +x.His cauſe. 2. His abilitie : Hareh 
As touching hiscauſe,ſoit be lawful 
fore God and man or elſe —— 
therof wil cleaue vnto thee, as the | 
2 Kin. 5. 7 Geof Naas did cleaue to Gebe xi. ad 
he that vndertaleth fora bad man in a 
bad matter, ſnalbe ſuſpected to be but li- 
tle better thẽ an acceſſary vnto it: as 5 
le: _ if two be conſentin 
cuil, & agree the price? as In & 
u. Theme us e — were: I udah 
promiſeth Thamar akid of the goats, for 
the vnlaufful vſe ofher body: who ſhalbe 
8. for 1udah n for the pai- 
; ment 


——— 


that Thamar ſhall meete him in ſuch a 


| 
| 

who ſhal( without ſuſpitiõ 
. 


vrhether he be able to dif 


| T he ſecond Sermon. 


ment of the goat at the day OE... © 


or what if /#dah wold giue ready mony, 


ce at ſuch a time, for ſuch a purpoſe? 


bawde)make promiſe for ſuch a harlot 2 


Again:what ifabroker bring a gẽtlemã 
&cthe vſurer togither for the loue — mo- 


ny or the price ofa any fained —— 
ö the vſurer be agreed for the 
ury, iche cã find ſuerties for M. vſerer. 


And what ifthou be required to come in 


bonds for thy friend to the vſurer?Maiſt 
thou — the caſe) without checke 


of cõſcience, vphold them in ſin? And he 
that is ſuertie 2 his neighbor in ſuch a 


faſt, that the vſurer like ſome wild beaſt | 


may pray vpõ. Therfore if thou become 


ſuertie for any, ſee whether his cauſe be 


good or no.Nextif the cauſe cc 


charge thee or 


no, for who will gi 
Een which goeth frõ doore to doore, ſnal 


1000: — — — 
—— it himſelf Ifthe party 
* ra wither * abũdãce 


5 


his word ; abeg- 


— 9 
— > — — —— 88 
W. — ——ů—ů—ů— —?Adfx— y Aͤ— 
— er en regen 


Gen.20.6. 
7. 


Mat.4. 9. 


'Y 24 neat fe for Suertiet. 
wealt 


Kee > runner = error 
Wehr a groc C tence, ſpoiles 
of the poore come into thy —— 
while ou become Suertie(perh 
a theefe, or for a vile * An hes 


feare left the cry of preuaile 


azainſt both im & thee too. And know 


that the vengeance of the 
— — doth hang ouer thy 

u keep? n poſſeſſion the goods 
of other me, although thou takeſt them 
to be his goods. As the plague of God 
hanged ouer the houſe of 4 elech the 
5: of Genus, for keeping of Abra 
hams wife, though he tooke her but for 


fo a certai 


Alu, liter and ther fore thought ie 
Bid © 


_ lawfati him to ki 
— againe, I ma eau the 
duell in promiſin: as hee ſhewed 
Chriſtthe leinge B —.— 
[ro me 


— 


— ther bonne —— 


ſay: 


h dren lic poſſeſſeth, be his 


houſe, 


arm thou wilt 


e is his one, and- 


T he ſecond Sermon, 
ſay: All this wil I pledge to heart PLS $& ſome 
wilt. be my Suertie for ſo much,&c.whs coſoners ' 
in truth it is not his to pledge, & then 


come by 
thou art in the briers.Therfore whechou fer 55 


wouldeſt enter into Suertiſhip without 
any hurt ta thy ſelle & thy family nam 
thy friend we, how able he is in truth 
to diſcharge thee. $6] 
Laſt of all. H his eauſe be bd, &his | 
wealth his/ owne before Gotl and man, 
then hdr fb religion, that is, whe- 
ther he bea man fearing God or no, and 
one that in tructh without h/ pocriſie, 
worſhippeth God for he that isa ſtran- 
ger, or a profeſſor of a ſtrange religion, 
is the greateſt ſtranger in the world, and 
he that is falſe to God, wil hardly be true 
tomen, eſpecially to PUNT ARE ofa 5 
contrary religion, no more then Hagar ena, 
and Sarah could dwell 2 3 | 
houſc togither. And yet I deny r 
an idolater, as Papi may, and ma- 
ny of them do keepetheir ard, tho 
4 of the Turkes; &. keepepto- 
4 then many others do. Andi 


this is var; eee 4 
ant —_— {hewe of a good 


D uj. 


N 
\ 


4 


Mat.2, 18, are 


5 ” A Cancatfor Snuertiet. 
—— in the profeſſours of ö 


(as till archer e 


| e 


n burdenof 


- hife,:as alſo to diſcredite the truth with 


the ſame & ſo much for thy frends cauſe, 
abilitie, 3 menco | 
neffomthemarRe 2 - 
for — . they! were not, 
but they haue more cauſe to 
Rachel had, becauſe ſhe loſt her 
whe ſhe could not keepe them but theß 
through their owne folly haue loſt their 
N 2 haue kept them 
were in then owne power 
& they were no 
giu their word, thẽ 
Anamas was to lie vnto God. 
Amongſt men which complaine of 
cheir loſſes by ſueriſhip, commonly the 
their dolefull ſong is this: 1 
will talce heede while I liue how and for 
whom 1 giue m Poe aine: whichin: 
e d ſoit ü 
9 Er 
„It commet to many 
in a vaine Vaine, to be coũted kind hear- 


ted, 


ethen 


6. 


not; they gie and tale not, they 


. creaſed, and yet were daily ſſ 


| £ The ee 57 
ted (& I cannot tell what) do feed others 


till they ſtarue themſelues, they clotho- 
thers and goe naked themſelues, they 
ſaue others from drowning,and finke 
themſelues, they diſcharge others and 
charge themſelues, they alſo releaſe o- 
thers and lie by it themſelues: What 


| ſhall I ſay they doe for others and vn - 


doo themſelues: like the builders of 
Noes Arke which prepared for others, Gen.. 


and periſhed themſclues : - 


On the other ſide it commeth to paſſe, 
that they which liſten to Gods counſell 
and follow that, they lend. and b 
feaſt 
and faſt not, they redeeme others, and 
come in no bondage themſelues: yea, 
they doo for others, and neuer vndoo 
themſelues, but the more they helpe. the 
more they may helpe, like the bleſſed! 
widow of —_— whoſe oile and meale 1. King. 17. 
were no whit diminiſhed;but rather en- 4. 

t of for Kin 4.7. 
the nouriſſing of Cias and herſelfe, all 
was this: if ſhe had beſtowed her meale 


ſelfe ? wouldeſt thou reioice others, & 


thou do for others and not vndo thy 


58 A (aneat for Jaertist. be. 
come, without reſpect of perſons, to 
haue bene counted a or a 
kind hearted woman: — | 
ſome i) no doubt but all had bene con- 


111 


ſumed long before: but ſne kept her li- 
beralitie for Elia the Lorda 
' who was in iſtreſſe, and 


and then ſne ſuocoured him according 
to her poore abilitie, of loue and conſci- 
ence She the Lordes fake, and cherefore.. 
God will — blelle vs: — 
thou then giue to others and not want 
thy ſel fe wouldeſt thou redeeme others 
and be at libertie thy: ſelfe? wWouldeſt 
thou feede others — not ſtarue thy 


not mourne thy felfeꝛ In anne 
the duties of loue are infinit) wouldelt: 


_ ſelfe? 90 
prouide not forall, promiſe not forall, 
leſt in the end thou be driuen to pay for 
all. and then be conſtrained to beg of all, 

not onely thy goods but thy ſelfe too, 
when thou ſhalt be ſhut vp, and * Y 


ö 


1 | 
— tie err: 1-19 | 


\ 


mn „ A XY << 0» os ©: x 


—_ 822 — AA ie 


The "oof 1 : 
out from the n.. 


to thoſe to whom God hath appointed 
| thee to giue . and God will giue it thee 


| ding to thy abilitie, and God will 
| thee againe. To concludethi 


| Y h 
ern ſuerties are i two: the things to 


| 


|  againe:helpthoſewhom God hath ſent 


vnto thee to be relieued, and that accor- 
eb! 
thou aduiſed by thy heauẽly and 
take counſell of his — and ia ſodo- 
ing thou ſhalt both ſiue thy _ and 


c others: | 
"he finnes which Gods fp 


trepro- Twoe 


one is amibition, the other is raſſineſſe; be av0i- 
theone begetteth the other, hei a mis ety 7 
friend commetł vnto him he giuetſi his 1. Ambiti- 
word, becauſe hee would ſeeme to be on. 
courtous and lind hearted, to bepraiſed >.Rafhnes 
of men, not eonſidering whether he be 
able to diſcharge it or no, nor his fami- 
lie, nor the dſpoſition of the {this 
1sambitious arid vaineglorious yanity”” 
which poiſoneth all, even he 1 
ons. And herein they are n r 

— wt Nhe e ITY A 


towet whole ſe top 
vey and once OP a nate: bix K. 


Note that diſpraiſs the 
T0 
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cauſe they vndertakethat(in r 
of their heart) which is aboue their 
reach: therefore they 


pon their heads. 


But this is our * chat t God 


hath geuen to his children ſuch grace as 
they will neuer let it raigne in them, but 
will al waies beate it done, and kepe it 


vnder, that they may ſay as Dauid ſaid. 
By this I new (O Lord) that than loueſt 


me, becanſe my enemie doth not triumph a- 


gaiuſt me. So by this Gods children do 


know,that God Tln them not be- 
1 one doth neuer trouble 
uſe thus enemie of am- 


cauſe vain 
them, but 
bition doth not triumph againſt them. 


ria cala haber, that is, they 
vainglorie a ſpurre, and a pricke to help 


forward . rere —— 
sthinlc ita thing 
775 3323 — 
a ee 
mlclae8ifte: graces of 
odinthe men prall poſe e onely to 


mend 


muſt looke that 
Babel (chat i to fay,confulion)ſhal fall 


The Philoſophers are wõt to — 
account 


, and com 


' 
t 
4 


1 The" ſecond Sermon. 68 
| mend them: and this is a prettic kind 
ol ſecking after ambition and vanitie. 
I eis a good thing (I confeſſe) ſor men 
to ſee ſoberly and modeſtly, what gifts 
God hath beſtowed vpon them but to 
giue the glorie to God, and ſee that e 
ſeeing the mercies of God in vs, may 
with ſobrietie and modeſtie ber ſtirred 
vp to vſe the giftes, and graces of God 
in vs to the glorie of Gods: 54: hho 
4 The2.fin(withwhich Suerties-are o- 
| - uertaken)is raſhneſſe, that is, when wee 
promiſe for him that we lenow not: and 
raſnneſſe commeth of ambitiõ, for am- 
bition is the root of raſhmeſſe: therefore 
| | when we haue done any thing raſfuy let 
vs ſuſpect that ambition went before. 
Therefore to eſcape this rocke of miſ- | 
chicfe Salomomc counſel is to be folowed, prou. 4. 6. 
Ponder the path ofthy feet, ana let all thy, 
wates he ordered aright : for a good mam it 
mercifull and lenderh ¶ ſaith Dam) but pot 
| therewith he addeth that he ordereth a! 
bis affaires, iudgement and deliberati- 
on to teach vs, that all things done raſj- 
ly and vaingloriquſlyare euer out of or- 
der, hecauſe diſcretion is wanting, which 


Raſlneſſe 


Py. 
| 


162 un fer Suertler. 
ſhould marſhall them;and ſet them in 
order: & where there is no order in our 
. can wee looke for but 
III the ende. | OK 

Nov let vs {re * 1 men in 
ancientrimebecame Suerties one for an 
other. lt the words of the 
Text, that they did but ſtrice handes 
together, and giue their word one to an- 
other, whereby they were ſo ſnared that 


2722 IRE 4 
was the fimplicitic 


times, in malcing of 3 which 

practice bewraieth the notable trecherie 
of our time, which is ſuch, that no boncl 
or writing is ſo fure for 'molt men 
nov, as the touching of the hand, or 
bl king the word was then. Men think 
fraud doth ſooucrflow, that the ca- 
ncbols too many words in their bonds, 


— bargaines. And on the contrarie 


fide they thinke that fraud lyeth and 


| ; * ; r and that 


they be fit matter for wrangling _ , 
to worlke And vet as men do 
1 1 wil not 
e {oinbargaming men do 


vic : 


vſe to deccane another. Whatlocuer is 
* ber. gt ion( ſaith the Lord — 
Jeſus) more then yea and may, is of the gIub. 

Denill. Som bargaining ; wharſoener 


wordes, and ſtarting holes, when truth 
ſeeketh no corners like Balaum ( whole 


Te Sermon. 


is vrged more then a mam promiſe, it 


doth ſhew,that there is falſhood and de- 
- <cite inthe world. Me bloc ve 


C h 
a . : 
$ Cre- 


ewes mlt No the- 


N oma to Chriſt: Lori rrow- 
. ofe 


not EE 3 
fpeake the word ſernant (bal 

whole Solikewiſe this eat 
for the credit of Chriſtians, if we could 
. for bent e eee; 
ſelfe for bondes making , &c. y 
ſpeake the word, and do beleeue you: 
But- deceit delighteth in multitude of 


falſe heart ſought for a bribe & therfore 


ſeuen more built there, and vpon euery 


alter muſt be offred forſooth a bullock, 


and a ramme, and partly to couer his 


Luke q. 


he muſt haue ſeuen alters built here, & Num. 24.1 


'owne hipocriſie, and partly to deliuer 


the king of CHoab (as Monkes and 
1 4 | 


* 6 
* 
1 | 
. P ⁰˙ m ˙˙w! eG OO eee ⁰à . A ee ee et e 


' 
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) wheras 


Friers deluded men in 
indeed he knew before how the matter 
Furtherlbore ! in the Text it is ſaid, | 


that the Suertie was taken and ſnared 
, with the wordes of bis mouth. Now 
_wordes are counted but wind: and men | 
will aſke, what haue you to ſhew for 
itꝰ&c. but wordes are bondes and ſnares 
that men vntie: and Salomon no-—ę 
ttth that aman is taken with the wordes If 
ol his h as ſure as with an obligati- 
on, that he cannot breake it without tre- 
cherie, by vrhich we may perceiue that 
God feeth all our wordes, and yall call 
vs to reckoning for them. 

Againe, ſome will ſay, it is no how- | 
ling among Wolues, he is a coſoner, 
&c. he beguiled me with deceit, and 
therefore T wall meet with him, let him 
get it how he can, &c. fo becauſe (fraud | 

zs driven out with fraud) they thinke 

themſelues 2 But here 3 

ſpirit meeteth wit ſuch fellowes: for 

becauſe thou wert ambitious or raſh, & 

not ſo circumſpect as . ſhouldeſt 
haue bene; And foraſmuch as che _ 


” 


— — ͤä — — ö — 
—ů— — 


| 


| 


f 


In other ſinnes, we are teadie to lay the 
fault vpon others as Adam did, but now 
it will not be, thou art holden with the 
cordes of thine one ſinne: for howſo- 


i, JG The fecond Sermon. 


of thine ownel mouth hath entangled 


thee : therefore ithou muſt Rand to it. 
If he had lied vnto thee, and ſo deceaued 
thee , the law would haue helped thee. 


euer others did entice thee, thou haſt 


lurking ſinnes in thine owne heart, Pſal. rg. 


which Dauid called his ſecret ſinnes. 

Ik we were lo preciſe and ſtrict as we 
ought to bee in all our wates, none 
could deceaue vs, for no man is hurt but 
of himſelfe, and (as Saint Pas / faith) e- 
ucrie/ man is tempted, is hee is 
drawen away and entiſed by his owne 
concupiſcence. It is impoſſible that 


the ſecret thouglites of another ſhould 
hurt vs, as wee thinke: no man ma- 


keth a ſnare for him ſelfe, and whatſoe- 
uer euill is in; vs, it commeth from our 


 owneheart. Therefore it is in vain for 


men to trisferre their ſinnes vnto o- 
thers,and ſay this and that, &c. but know 
that thincown finne hath broughtthee 


to that that thou art come ynto : 7 hon 


* 


ver. 
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art ſnared with: the words of thine one 
mouth: and ſo much brieflie of the ſim- 
plicitie which was vſed in ancient time 


in bargenning and becomming of Su- 


ertie one for another, as alſo the tre- 


cherie of our time, becauſe no man will 
truſt another. Now let vs ſee what coun- 
ſell God giuetli vnto ſuch men as are 


_ - fnared with ſuertiſhip, which followeth 
in the 3. verſe. in theſe wordes. Do this 
nom my ſon, & deliuer thy ſelfe, ſeeing thou 


art come into the hand of thy nerghbour 229 


and humble thy [elfe, &. ſollicite thy friends 


fb 
In this third verſe, wee ſee the father- 
lieloue of God and of Salomon to the 
ſonne. He firſt checketh him with the 


wordes of his owne mouth : Thos /ceſt 


howv thou art taken wuth thime om ne 


vvorde, and ſnared in thine ode follie: 


thou mult cake it to thy ſelfe. Then ha- 
uing thus checked him for his fault he 
doth not here leaue him to himſelfe, but 
giueth him a remedie. 


By this practiſe of the holie Ghoſt in 


Salomon are manie reprehended which 


will ſay when men are in trouble, thou 


through 


| 


» 4 


* 
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chbugb thine owne follie haſt brought 

thy ſelfe into trouble, get out as 2 
-canſt forall me. 

- They will: lay out che folie of their 
KB nd and ſet their finnes before the, 
but they vil not helpe to hinde vp their 

woundes like the good Samaritane. 
They can point and laugh at the naked- Tube- 


neſſe of thelr bretheren Ham that cur- 


elect child of oah did, at-his. fathers na- 


kednes hut they 
dauer their nal edneſſe, as bleſſed Sep 2 3. 


nil pb did. Nesse 


But onthe cõtrarieithe godlyvil ber Gal, 

vp their hrethrẽ which are fallẽ throu 
occaſion, & that with che ſpirit of meek- 
\peſleconlidering themſelues (as tlie A- 
poſtle Hith) leſt they alſo be tempted. 
And hexe is a holy difference het weene 

- charitable v braiding and vnchoritahle 
condlening. dathã can tel mẽ of their 
fol lie & hen they are down he can lay 
loads vpon them: yea it is lus ioy to ſee 
»thec dren of God vnder feet; & ſurely 
bit is a deuilliſh imitation when men ſee 


their brethrẽ don, they wil checkthem, 


esl not N little finger 
G 5 


wihnot take any paines Gen 9.22. 
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76 ACanoatforSnertics. 
mies, as men make phiſickeof poiſona 
For thine enemies will rell the of char 
whichthy worldly frendes will not tell 


thee for feare they ſhould diſpleaſe thev, 
and although ne ſpeake in eme and 
malie vnto thhee ich is his fault et 
ſer whether it be ſo and then know, that 
Zo hath opened his eies for chy wel- 
Num. 23. fare, as he opened the mouth of :Bahons | 
Aſſe for — of his maſter; 
Now to the counſell it ſelfe; wher · 
in we haue to obſerue two thinges. : 
Sure Firſt, hut be the particular point ther-- 
— hh of; Secondly, hat be the reaſons or 
Verſz, the ſame, As touching the particular 
vera. points of the counſell which God gi- 
ueth yntv Suerties they are thre. 
1. Go! humble thy ſelſe. 2. Sollcite thy » 
Trend. 3. Giuc nu ſlecpe to thime eres; nor 
tot hineteic li.. Mienen en 
EFirſt he faith, G humble thy felfer his 
meaning is, that hee muſt go to his 
creditor, & in good words ſubmit him 
ſelfe to his curteſie, crauing ſome reſpite 


to pay the debt j or the thing that was 
promiſed. This is hard counſel; if wee 
conſider to whom itis giuen, namely to 


The ſecond Sermon. yx 
[ambitious minded mã, that ſtands vpon 
his credit, ſuch a one as wil not heare cõ- 
monly of any ſuch matter for ſtomach. 
butindeed(faith God by Salomon) this 
is the way, to go and humble thy ſelfe, aud 
to beat downethat ambitious humor, 
yea, if thou goeſt in ſilles and veluets, or 
if thou weareſt gold and ſiluer, this is 
the counſell that God giueth thee: G T 
and humble thy ſelfe, But the world can Of ſhifting 
ſhiftit many waies better then this: ſhal Tha 1 fat 
Igo and humble my ſelfe ſaith one? not 

I, Ica cõuey away my goods vnder a col 
lution, & a ſalſe title, & then let him do 

what he ca, & tlus is a cunning ſhift: whe 

ſearch is made ther is nothing to be ſoud 
but a blocks end & a pillow tuft with 
goats haire.Shal I go huble my (df,Gith 
another?not I, I wil go to priſon and lie 
ther while I liuc, rather the I wil pay the 
debt: I wil hold himtack with his one. | 
do there they wil lie & ſpẽd their credi- A ſpitefull 
tors money. And ſurely this is a ſpiteful ſhifre of 
ſhift , and a common ſhift of all banck- bickrupts. 
rupts,wil they go humble thẽſelues and 
ſeek for fauor? no:then wil they build & 
go braucly in their — pouettie. 
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Luertzes. 
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And 
more then they are worth, they will de- 
fie theit credlitors to their face, & ſet all 
at ſixe and ſeuen, thinking that they 


hen they owe a thouſand: pound 


can but goe to priſon. Theſe men ſecke * 


to ouerthro all lawes, they will do 


What chey liſt, they will fpende other 


mens money at dice and cardes, they ci 
delude the lawes, and mock magiſtrates 
in deſpight oſ their teeth. 

Therefore theſe men would be ham- 


priſon, oughit not to be a place of plea- 


ſure for bankerupts and coſoners to liue 
mas the liſt in ſpending of their one 
goods and their creditors alſo. 

Others will humble themſelues be- 
fore they neede, & all to defraude other 
men of their right. They can cunningly 
agree for ii. s. in the pound, or ſuch a 
trifle, paying a litle for a great deale, tru- 
ly thele are intollerable in a common- 
welth, for theſe men when they owe 
a hundred, or a thouſand, can handle, 
the matter ſo handſomly that their cre- 
ditors ſhalbedriuen to ſay, take thy bil & 
write, but fiſtie, ar twentie, or ten, not 


like 


| | - Rkethevniuſt ſteward whohad waſted 


ters which can paie, but will not. And 
when they haue agreed with men ſor li- 


, ther agame. Theſe fellowes are lyke the 
counterfait and coſoning Gibeonites, 


The ſecond Sermon: 


his maiſters goods, but like vniuſt deb- 


tle or nothing, they can {ct vp their ſaile 

againe and liue as merily as can be, but 
then the wiſe Magiſtrate, and other men 
may ſee their hipocriſie, and conſtraine: 
them to paie to euer byrd his owne fea-: 


who made Joſhua belecue — they came Ioſli g. 2. 
from a farre country, when they dwelt 

hard by, and by their old bottles, moul - 

ded bread, and 7 —— cloathes, ſecmed 

to him poorer by many degrees, then 

they were indeed: but when they were 

once knowne , Ioſuna {et them — 
water, and tahew wood for all the con- 
Faden of Iſrael, & if theſe men were 

erued ſo too, Ioſbua ſnould do well. For 
that which the Gibeonites did, was for 
exceeding feare of their liues, but that 
which theſe fellowes dogs of a couetous 
affectiõto ſaue their goods, and of a ma- 
licious intent to deceiue their creditors, 


verſe, 4. 


— Which is a curſed thing in the fight oi 


- 
* 
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2 uu ſor um,, 
God and man. 0401 24443116 5% + Gal 
But che poore debter can ta 
better courſe, then to goe and humble 
himſelfe. And if we ſtand ſo much 
vpon our ſelurs, that we wil not ſtoupe, 
we are vnworthy to be helped. And ſure- 
ly. he that will not ſtoupe to help him · 
ſelfe, hath no charitiein him cohelþe a- 
nother: for now he is cõſtrained to help 
himſelfe, and it he will not yeeld, when 
he is thus bitten, he will not yeeld, nor 
ſtoupe nor yet once caſt his eyes vppon 
his poore neighbour to helpe him at his 
need, or to lift lum out of the duſt; And 
there is no childe of God, but if he hath 
any bowels of mercy in him, wil begood 
to his pooredebter; hen he doth thus 
humble himſelfe vnto him. And he that 

will not ſhe him mercy when he doth 
hable himſelf Scencreat for mercy, ſurely 
that hard hearted man muſt loołe for no 


mercy himſelfe, either of God or man. 
For ſeeing as the Lord hath pitie on vs 
to forgiue vs all, ought not we allo to 
haue pitic on our fellowes and brethren, 
if not to forgiue them all, yet at the leaſt - 
wile to forbeare them, till they may = | 
1 able 


| | pooredebtcrbythethroate,and ſaypa 


able'to paic #'\Bur-he that will take his}, 16 
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that thou oweſt, or elſe thou ſtrall 
priſon till thou rotteſt, and Iwill make: 


7 Þ cine ee thou do paie- 
| me. Now verely God — Ee 


harts of other men a 
when he is in di 


inſt hum like wiſe, 
d and God himſelfe 


peoche yer bt 


and deliuer him 


(ifhe repent not) neither ſhall he come 


foorth vntil he hath paid the vttermoſt 

farthing. For this is a principle neuer to 

be altered: Z here ſuaibe iudgement merci- 1am.2.13, 

leſſeito him that ſheweth no ein! 
so and humble thy ſelfe : Humilitie is 

contrary to pride, and to be humbled, is 
contrary to being exalted. And he that 

exalteth himſelfe ſhalbe brought lowe, 
faith the ſcripture, but he that humblethi 
himſelfe ſhalbe exalted. Now therefore 
here let vs note againe, that Salomon dea 
leth with ſuch a one as careth not how 


farre he ruſneth. And therefore he rebu- 


keth him, becauſe he ſecketh for nothing 
but for credit: this was becauſe he was 
not humbled, a proud folly. But marke 


D —— TIE 
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low Gadbri 


done. and humble huuſelſe, who before 


Pro. i 1.3. 


: Pro. 29.23. 


battle with it. for the force thereof is not 
fo 


rie. So herghis — great, 


kindneſſe.Now are the words of Salomon 


are but foales. — 
he ſaith:Z he — man ſhall bring 
lowo,bue the. umbie ws — 


he cared not what danger 


rall, & I know not what. And thus doch 
God deale with his childrẽ, and though 
he were thus ouerſhot, yet he cal leth him 
his fonne ,  hatizappinbleo doctrine, 
and giuen to ſerue 

may note, that ambition waiteth vppon 
Gods children;a the ſhadow doth vpon 
the bodie: yca, they haue a continuall 


t therefore God doth 
as it were, pricke the bladder, and let out 


Mat36% their windimeſſe. This humour wayted 


on Perer, when he boaſted to dye wich 
Chriſt, - 


be aloſt: now Godt dderh[[EbmJcome: 


thought to ſet himſelfe aloft by a vaine 
found true: When pride commerh, then 


commeth ſhame : ny with the lowly is. |, 
wiſedome, to ſhew that all proude men 


Whereby we 


| 


| 


4 
ſo he might be counted kinde and hbe- 


10 


. 


Te 
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e: | Chriſt, for not long after, this vaine man 
was brought to ſhame, his courage was 
cooled, and his bladder prickt; that his 
proud winde went out at the voice of a 
p | filly damoſell. Thus we ſee how pride 
and ſhame go togither foote by foote: 
for ſhame was not long after this vaine 
| 

| 


- 


| | brag which Perer made in the fond con- 


ceit of his one ſtrength. Now, if this | 
4 did ſo vp in a greene tree ful of the . c do 


ſieare trees, which haue nothing of the 
| | ſpirit of God? truly though they ſee it 
not nowijyet their pride ſhialbe their cõ- 
fuſion, and ſhame ſhal fall vppon them, 
, | when credit and eſtimation( which they 
| 8 hunt after, ) ſhal flieaway from 

t py 4 | 74327 | 
But nov, ſome wil ſay: ſhal Tbe hum- Obic®. 
ble? why then all men wil tread vppon 
me, and no man wil eſteeme me. Indeed anſwer. 
the wicked wil like of none but ſuch as 
| | ioyne with them in the purchaſe of fol · 

ly and ſhame and they ſpeake euil of all 
chat wil not run with them to the ſame 
exceſſe of tyot, and therfore they ſpeake 
cuil of them faith the Apoltle Peer But . fer. 


| lob 22.29. ſhalt ſay, I am lifted 
thers are caſt. downe,tor god ſhal ſaue the 


78 A Caneat for Surrtiet. 
if weioyne with the proud, and will not 
come vnder the yoke of humilitie, it is 
the next way to — arr vpon our 
heads, for God himſelfe doth make war 


bowes againſt their faces 3; ſo j̊ the next 


vvay to get glorie is, to go by theway of 


humil tie, ſor as Salomon ſaith, I hatpride 
brmpgeth ſuame, ſoit thou be hũble, thou 
vp({aith-/o bY when o- 


hible perſon: as if he chuld ſay,thehum; 


ble maithdeed is vndex query, bodies beer, | 


that none would thinlee hi Huld eſcape, 
but yet he ſhalbe lifted vp, fon God him- 
{cle will ſaue him. | We vle to ſay it is 
good beating a proud man for indeed 


pride is odious, that it is abhominablein | 


Ill ſorts of men. The children of God ca- 


13 6.9 


not abide hun, nor the wicked cannot a- 


bide a proud man, & in the end God wil 


ſet a greater iudgement vppon him, for 
eAbſoloms haire halbe g 

and the — ſhalbe troden done vn- 
der the feere 

hell, which is without bottome,therfore 


The 


with the proud, and wil bend their o nie 


lows halter, 
eete of God, to the bottome of | 


= 


| 
| 


| 


| 


0 


| 


T be ſecond lumen. 
I be ſecond part of Gods 


counſell is 
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at a point: therfore we muſt haue a care 
whoin we take to be our friends. 

Again, ſome wil ſay, I had rather looſe 
it, then as ce it ſo often. I his may ſeem at 


4 — eee ee uw 7 Tt: eee rere ee _ UW e 


the firſt ſiglit a good affection. & indeed 
fit may be ſo in ſome childrẽ of god, ſor it 
is notgood to be too churliſh like N. 

e | $44 but for the moſt part, it is a ſigne of 


ambition in manie men,; for they are 


80 Autos for Suernes. 
ſo ambitious ptheywil not, becauſe they 
would be counted 
ted. &c. But indeed here is a fault in neg. 


patient & leind har - 


| Heating and looſing of that which God 


part of 


Gods coũ the fourth verſe. Cine no fle 


ſel. 
 Verlc 4. 


Pſlal.ts.. 


hath ſent thee for thy ſelfe, and for thy 


family. And here God teacheth vs, that 


it is no ſhame to aske our owne;butthat 
we may aske it, yea and that we ouglit to 
The third be euen vrgent in the cauſee. 


The tturd part of Gods counſell is in 


fleepe to thy eyes, 
nor ſlumber tothy eye hdr &. ker rs 
they may reſt, if they haue ſpoken once 
to nim, for whom oe haue protniſed : 
no, no, it is not inough, thou muſt not 


leaue, till he haue found ſome remedie 
to paie his debts, & that is the meaning 
of this point. For the burthen of a pro- 


miſe is ſo great, that wee ought not to 
ſleep, till we haue found out ſome reme- 


die to performe that promiſe, for Dauid 


Cath, he is a iuſt ma that ſeelceth to leeep 
his promiſe, though it be to his on hin- 
derance. But he lets the contrarie, as a 
brande vppon a wicked mans fofehead, 


and makes it a note to knowe a wicked 


Pſal-37:21 man by. The wicked borrometh, und paieth 


not 
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' not apaine, but the good 


| hath branded that man for a cruel and a 


Aer as wee pſeeme to be, if this bein vs, 


T he ſecond Sermon. 81 
d man is merciful 


and lendeth, to ſhewe that how ſoeuer 
there is mercy and goodneſſe in lending 
to our brother in time of neede, yet he 


that borroweth muſt haue a care to re- 
ſtore againe at the day: but if hee ſhall 


thinke all fiſh that commeth to his net 


(as the maner of ſome is)the holy Ghoſt 


wicked man. And therefore, as holy ſoe - 


there is no feare of God before our eies. 
And therefore we mult not onely ü | 
but ſtrive to paie at the daie for God wil 


haue mercy, and not ſacrifice, mercy I 


meane, in paying to others that which 
is their one. If thou canſt not, (being 
preuented in the meane time, as thou 
maieſt by ſickneſle , or lofles vnlooked 
for, &c.) then fignifie ſo much vnto thy 
Creditor, go and humble thy ſelfe vnto 


lim at the leaſt. And ſo much ſhortly, 
for the third pointe of Gods counſell 
vnto Suerties, and not only to Suerties, 


but to all debters, and whoſoeuer elſe 
h anie promiſe vato his neigh- 


F 


bour. 


Verſe. 5. 


The rea- 


ſon of the 


counſell. 


by, A Caneat for Shertiet, 


The reaſon of the former counſel,;fol- 
loweth in the next verſe : Definer thy 


ſelfe as a Doe from the hand of the hunter, 
and as a bird from the hand of the fowler, 


The effect of the reaſon is this, Ife do 

follow Gods counſell, delmerance will 
come vnto vs, but if we donot follow it, 
deſtruction wil come vpon vs. And it 
ſtandeth thee in hande to looke obout 
thee if thou be in ſuertiſhip:For as eaſily 
ſhall the Doe eſcape out of the hunters 
hands, and a bird out of the hand of the 
fowler, as thou ſhalt get out of ſome 
mens bonds, wh& thou art once in them. 
And therfore follow Gods counſell, and 


afterward be as wary of their wiles and 


' ſnares, as the Doe is of the hunter, or the 


bird of the fowler. And therefore thou 


eſcape them is the way of God, or elſe no 
way: therefore he which walketh accor- 


oughteſt to be wary and verie circum- 
ſpe ,' becauſe the world is full of fow- 
lers and hunters, which arenot without 
their ſnares, their ginnes, their trappes, 
and their huntſmen. But by the way, we 
may obſerue here, that the beſt way to 


ding to the word of God, doth walke 


moſt 


be frond Sermani. he, 


moſt ſafely : neither is there any man ſo 
entangled, but by vſing of Gods meanes 


in his word, and relying vppon Gods 


promiſes, he may eſcape and get at liber- 


tie againe : for God bleſſeth his owne 


meanes, when all waies elſe ſhall be ac- 
curſed, l | 


In this verſe he compareth couctous - 


men, craftic heads, and cruell perſons, to 
hunters and fowlers, becauſe they go a- 
bout to praie vppon {imple men. There 
be ol hunters, as there be of fiſhers, ſome 
are hunters of beaſtes, and ſome of men, 
as Peter was a fiſher of men, but there is 
great lifferenics Some are called migh- 
tie hunters, as Nimrod was, ſome are cal- 


led cunning hunters, as Cum was, So, of 


theſe hunters whereof Salomon ſpeakethi, 
ſome bemightic hunters as Nimrod was. 
Wheteof ſome hunt for the goods, ſome 
for the offices, ſome for the liuings, and 
_ for the liues of _ Of 2 the 

rophet Michah complaineth in his 
1 3 Chapter, Verſe 2. Z he good man 
is periſhed out of the earth , there is nome 
righteous among men: they alllye in vvait 


for blood, enery wan __ his brother 
_ 1j. 


Gen. 10.9. 


Gen. 25.27 


= 2 
with a net. Theſe are ful of craft & cruel- 


AC axeat for S$mertres. 


tie,craftie, becauſe they hunt with nets, 
that is, with deuiſes hidden and coucred 


enemies of Gods people (with whom 


there is no mercie) are called hunters. / 


Ter. 16. 16. vvil ſend out hunter ſaith the Lord, 


. n and ſnares to catch ſoules withall: ſuch 


und they ſhall hunt them from enery monn- 
nam, & froenery hill, & out of the caues of 
the roche c. Now if we hunt our brethren 
with nets as they did in Micha his daies, 
let vs feare leſt the Lord ſend out manie 


- Hunters to hunt vs, as he did threaten 


his people in Zeremy his daies. 


The fotuler alſo laith nets for the ſowle, 
nnd to theſe are flatterers co 


red in 
Frou. ag. 5. Ami that flattereth hisneigh- 
bour ſoreadet hh a net for hes fteps Some- 
time men are called not onely fowlers 
which lay nets, but the verie nets and 
ſnares themſelues as though the Deuill 


were tlie fowler, and men were his nets, 


were the wicked gouernors, the flatte- 


= 


ring teachers, and the deceitfull _ | 
of lizact, againlt whom the Prophet 


Heſe 


as nets be: cruell, becauſe they lie in wait 
for blood. And therefore in Jeremy, the 


F 


thinleing it to be one of their on com- 
panic. So, many can ſo cunninglie be- 
mone the wants of others, asifthey had 
hut one heart, and 


p 
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Hoſẽ denounceth the iudgemẽt of God, Hoſe. i. 


becauſe they had bene a ſnare on Au- 
pab. and a net ſpread vpon Tabor. 
When a ſimple man walketh in the 


ſtreets, and heareth how men call chap- 


men, & offreth them good peniworths, 


let him talce heed, becauſe a net is ſpread. 


Of theſe fowlers the Prophet Jeremie 
complaineth thus: As « cage ir full of 


Barger, ſo are their houſes Full of deceit: 


thereby they are become great, and waxen 


ich. ' 


.\ The: fowle:is in danger many waies, 


for if he flie from one, he is in danger of 
another, either of the net which is co- 
uered, or of the limetwigs, or of the 
-_ which commeth creeping vato 
2 though hee did him great obei- 

© | 


Some are like ſparrow catchers-that 
ſit vnder the hedge with their cal coun- 


terfciting in ſuch ſort the ſparrowsnote, 
that the poore birdes reſort vnto him, 


one voice between 
F iy 


92  A(ancotfor Smerttve. 
them both,whichdeceiueth many a fim 
ple man. A 
Some by extreme couenants & bay 
gaines do ſeaze vppon goods, lands, bo 
dies and lines too if they might be ſuf 
fered, like the Scribes and Phariſie 
which vnder pretẽce of long praier, de 
uoure widowes howſes . Such are th 
vvaies of euerie one that is preeate of gain 
(faith Salomon) he vvould rake avvay th 
life of the oe re thereof. In Eſay thel 
perſons are compared to milſtone: 
which grind the corneto powder: 
hame pee to do, that ye beat my people to pie 
ces, and grind the faces of the poore, [at 
the Lord;enen the Lord of hoſter. 
In Wrah theſe people are compare 
to wolues, or to ſome other rauenou 


beaſt: They plucke off their ſkinnes fron 


3. them, and their fleſh from their bone t. An 


they eate alſo the 5 of people, and fi 
their bones, & chop them in piscet, as to th 
pot, amd ar fleſh within the Caldron.' 
They are worſe then beaſtes,yea worl 
then wilde and any ſauadge beaſt; fo 
though beaſtes do rauen being hungry 
e ye 


et they giue ouer when they are full: 


a ſim- 
t bar. bor couetouſneſſe is neuer ſatiſſied. 


„ bo- Deliuer thy ſelfe ar a Dos from the hand 


; ſuf. R of the hunter, & Co | | 
rifies I be practiſes that are now vſed in the 
de. world, do make this propertie of hun- 


+ ths ters and fowlers to fit couetous men 


oy entrap vnaduiſed men in bonds for hou- 


theſe {5 and landes? Secondly, how do cre- 
ne. tors perſwade their debters, and make 
b d get ſome to pay their deſperat debt? 
TY And this is a ſubtill pollicie, Daxid 
faith doth notably paint out theſe men in the 

Io. Pſalme verſ.8. 9. 10. Hee lieth inwarte 


a 


ared 


nous | 
0 Cant the poore. 9. Hes ſieth in wane ſe- 
ng | retly,cuen as Lion in his den, be lie th in 
en Waite to ſpoile the poore, he doth ſpoile the 
* abe Poore, when he doth draw him into his ner. 
WW 10. Hee croucheth and boweth : therefore 
Hbeapr of poore do fall by hir might. So play 
orſz theſe couetous vſurers, wha live vpon 


for extortion, and feede vppon the people, 


eating them as if they were bread. And 
Ne Ather dronken watches how do they 


. 
l * 


«© ” 
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ver ie wel: for firſt, how do they hunt to 


in the villagec: in the ſecret places doth hee Pſa. 106. 
murther the innocent : his ewes are bent -e 


tingly and willingly? .. 


96 bs 4 Carat far deter, 
wrap men in their boudes: | 


ow are yong gentlemen and vn 
thrifts takenin 4 vſurers nets, and th 
broker is his bawd & the huntſman toc 
Thebroker can feed a yong gentlemar 
& emptie his r tas he can fil i 
and all at the brothellhowlſes: hee ſhal 
want none: but ſurely he ſhall buy hi 
gold too deare: therefore take heede o 
theſe fowlers and hunters. 

It is a ſin to venture raſhly into thei 


handes. God hath forewarned you t. 


flee from the couetous, and yet you wil 


venture, therefore are you not 1ultl: 


ſerued, if you be deuoured of them? 

Some ſay they muſt needs deale wit! 
the vſurer, they cannot liue elſe, and vſu 
rie is counted nq ſinne: but thou muſ 
be then iuſtly plagued and deuoured 
all that chou alt, becauſe thou wilt no 
follow Gods counſell. 


<> Againe, on the other ſide: If it bee 


ſinne to bee wittingly deceiued, hoy 
much greater ſinne is it to deceiue wit 


herefore conſider thus with thy ſelf 


if I would haue no man lay ſnares anc 
net. 


The e 2 4 
Zettes for me, then I muſt laie none for 
others. He that deceiueth a ſimple man, 


| vn- 


dthe not him ſo much miſchiefe, as he 
1 hhimſelfe. The ſimple man is decei- 
wa ed, but the hunter, & the fowler is more 
abs deceiued: for while he hunteth after 
05 11 the poore ſilly man, the diuell hunteth 
| . after his ſoule. Andif his ſoule be caught 
& of] lin the ſnares of the diuel, had he not bet- 
beir profit a man to wine the whole world , and 
ek looſe his ovone ſoule ? | 
U.19 | Laſtof all, here we may Rem tobe 


all very careful for our ſoules. For if the ſpi- 


rit of God be ſo carefull to make vs tale 

ic. | heed of him that hũteth after our goods: 

| how much more would he haue vs to 

vl take heed of him that hunteth after our 
nuſt ſoules? They are fooliſh and blockiſh, 

red. that can ſeeke to eſcape the ſnares of me, 

not and yet neuer ſeeke to eſcape the ſnares 

of the diuel. If we mult take heed of the 

; earthly fowler, much more of the helliſh 

fovvler. This maketh the childrẽ of God 

' fad, and tobe ſo troubled in ſpirit as 

| they are manie times, becauſe they ſee 


4 chat they are taken — of Sathan. 
= | 


Ce a 
ay | 


ter looſe all the world? For whar ſhall it Mat. 1 6.26 
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98 A Cancatfor Suerties. 
For can the priſoner. ſleepe fo qu 
with his boltes vpon him, as when 
at libertic? The wicked are taken © 
ĩt not, but go on as though they we 
UÜbertie, as ſome fiſh being taken of 
fiſher goeth on at his ſcope}, with 
bookein his belly: & at laſt he is ta 
We are all taken in his ſnares ev 
day, but through the blood of I 
Chriſt we are ſet at libertie againe, i 
haue faith in his name: bleſſed be 
for euer. And thus much of there: 
ol that counſell which God giuet 
to Suerties: and thus much be 

ſpoken of Suertiſhip 
il ſelfe. 


. 


FINIS. 


